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Horace Wilson, Mayor. 
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William P. White, Chairman of Finance Committee of 
City Council. 

Howard B. Griffith, Chief Engineer of Surveying Depart- 
ment. 

OFFICERS 
William P. Bancroft, President. 
William Bush, Treasurer. 
Edward R. Mack, Engineer and Superintendent. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE- 

J. Newlin Gawthrop, 
Samuel H. Baynard, 
Horace W. Gause, 
Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. 



FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Jerome B. Bell, Chairman. 
William G. Mendinhall, 
William P. White. 



PUBLIC GROUNDS 
Under Control of Park Commission 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

North Brandywine Park, 101.83 

South Brandywine Park, 75.14 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, 14.83 

Rockford Park, 71.37 



-263.17 



SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., . . .5.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts., 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street, . . .7.35 
Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts., . . .38 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 
Tatnall Streets, 58 



19.32 



OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES 
Not Under Control of Park Commission 



Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, . 
Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St., 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., 
Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, . 
Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome St., 



7.50 
1.66 
2.89 
.12 
.12 
.17 
.09 



12.55 



Total area of Parks, 295.04 

Miles of Driveway, 4.21 

Population of Wilmington in 1900, .76,500 

One Acre of Park Land to 259 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 
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Board of Park Commissioners, 

Gentlemen : — I beg to submit the following statement 
of work done by this department during the year ending 
December 31, 1907, together with a statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures for that period. 

RESOURCES. 

The Legislature of 1901 authprized the issuance of 
bonds to the amount of $50,000 for Park improvements. Of 
this $40,000 was issued and expended prior to 1907. 

The Legislature of 1905 authorized the issuance of 
bonds to the amount of $30,000 for the purchase of land and 
$20,000 for Park improvements. Of the $30,000 for the pur- 
chase of land the full amount was issued prior to 1907 and 
$2,355 was expended. During the year 1907, $27,270.25 has 
been expended, leaving a balance of $374.75 for the pur- 
chase of land. 

Of the $20,000 for Park improvements, $15,000 was is- 
sued and expended prior to 1907. 

The Legislature of 1907 amended the City Charter, giv- 
ing the City Council the power, within certain limits, to is- 
sue bonds at any time. 

The City Council has passed an ordinance authorizing 
the sale of the remaining bonds for Park improvements un- 
der the acts of 1901 and 1905, and under the act of 1907 an 
issue of $20,000, — $15,000 for the purchase of land and 
$5,000 for a swimming pool at or near Kirkwood Park. 
These bonds will be sold as soon as the market conditions are 
favorable. 
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A gift of $500 to be applied to the opening of the North 
Drive from Market to West Streets has been received. 

Therefore, there will be available during the coming 
year $20,000 for Park improvements and $15,874.25 for the 
purchase of land. 

ACQUISITION OP LAND. 

The following additions have been made to the grounds 
of the Commission during the year: Three lots on Pine 
Street between Fourth and Fifth Streets, adjacent to Public 
School No. 7, for a playground; the remainder of the tri- 
angle formed by West Street, Glenn Avenue and Seven- 
teenth Street; two lots at West Street and the South Drive, 
and two houses on Jessup's Road. 

A majority of the Commissioners have recommended 
the purchase of the Whittaker and Millis properties on 
Jessup's Road; the triangle bounded by Market, King and 
Fifteenth Streets ; the Rosendale property, and the property 
opposite Public School No. 19 and bounded by Oak Street, 
Maryland Avenue and Harrison Street. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

During the early part of the year the driveway graded 
the previous season, was surfaced with cinders. In the 
spring the driveway was graded past the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad as far as the Park Boundary. It is planned to ex- 
tend this road across the land of the Jessup & Moore Paper 
Company to connect with Snuff Mill lane near the Augustine 
Mills. 

The purchase of the triangle at Seventeenth and West 
Streets, and the properties along Jessup's Road has opened 
the way for the extension of the North Drive from Seven- 
teenth and West Streets to Market Street. 

An agreement has been reached with the Wm. Lea & 
Sons Company whereby the North Race will be straight- 
ened, allowing the roadway to be constructed without taking 
too much property. 

The earth from grading the lot at Seventeenth and 
West Streets and a large quantity of street dirt, ashes, etc, 
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has been used to fill in the roadway which has been brought 
to grade and surfaced with ashes. 

In connection with this work the roadway of Sixteenth 
Street, between Washington and West Streets, has been wid- 
ened and filled in, thereby reducing the grade from nearly 
nine per cent, to about seven. 

Work has been begun on a roadway leading from Van 
Buren Street bridge, past the animal house and pavilion to 
connect with Eighteenth Street at Van Buren Street. 

The Street and Sewer Department has been given per- 
mission to lay a sewer through the park from the suspension 
bridge to the Water Department dam. 

SOUTH BRANDYWINB. 

Lovering Avenue which has been in a bad condition for 
several years is being improved by grading the sidewalk be* 
tween Van Buren and Franklin Streets.. Curb has been set 
from the Park Driveway to Rodney Street and will be con- 
tinued to Van Buren Street in the Spring. The Street and 
Sewer Department has agreed to share the expense of mac- 
adamizing Lovering Avenue from Rodney Street across 
Clayton Street bridge. 

The old church near the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad has 
been repaired and will be used as a workshop and store- 
house. 

The Park Drive from Scott Street to above Bayard 
Avenue has received a second coating of Tarvia. 

ROCKFORD PARK. 

The planting begun in the fall of 1906 was completed in 
the Spring. 

The sidewalk on Nineteenth Street west of Park Ave- 
nue has been graded and the slopes seeded, Mr. Irenee 
duPont bearing one-half the expense. 

A concrete sidewalk has been laid along Rockford Road 
and a gravel path across the Park from near the School 
House to Riverview Avenue, Mr. Wm. P. Bancroft bearing 
the expense. 
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The construction of a storm sewer from the Park 
boundary to the corner of Red Oak Road and Riverview 
Avenue, by the Street and Sewer Department and the Park 
Commission, has permitted the filling in of the open ditch 
west of Rockf ord Road. 

The Thomas F. Bayard Memorial situated in the Park- 
way near Woodlawn Avenue was completed early in the 
summer and unveiled on June 22. 

The Park Drive from Red Oak Road to the woods has 
received a second application of Tarvia. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

The playground has been in almost constant use during 
every pleasant day during the season. 

A concrete curb and gutter has been laid along the 
Twelfth and Pine Streets sides. 

The young men's athletic club of Old Swedes Church 
has been given permission to use a portion of the park for 
basketball. 

Plans are being prepared for a swimming pool which it 
is proposed to erect in the park during the coming year. 

DELAMORE PARK. 

In the spring a tar path was laid from near the pavilion 
to the swimming pool. 

The lower part of the park has been filled in and 
drained. 

During the coming year the drain should be extended 
and the drinking fountain moved. 

The suit for damages on account of the drowning of a 
child in the comfort house in this park several years ago was 
settled by the payment of $375. 

EDEN PARK. 

No improvements have been made in this park during 
the past year. 

A petition has been received asking that sufficient land 
adjacent to the park be acquired for an athletic field. The 




FOOTPATH. NEAR ELLIOTT'S RUN. 

PKocogreph by Edward R. Mack. 
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matter is now being investigated by the Executive Commit- 
tee. 

PINE STREET PLAYGROUND. 

For several years the project of a playground in the vi- 
cinity of Fourth and Pine Streets has been discussed. 

In the summer an L-shaped tract adjoining Public 
School No. 7 was purchased, the owner reserving the use of 
part of the lot until March, 1909. Possession was immedi- 
ately given for a lot about 200 by 55 feet which was graded 
for a playground, and has been very much used. 

TATNALL STREET PLAYGROUND. 

On request of the City Council the Park Commission 
has graded the lot at Twenty-fourth and Tatnall Streets, be- 
longing to the Street and Sewer Department and formerly 
used as a sand lot. The Street and Sewer Department will 
lay curb and sidewalk along Twenty-fourth and Tatnall 
Streets. 

SWIMMING POOLS. 

The total attendance at the two swimming pools was as 
follows : 

Men. WomeiL Total. Receipts. 

Free. Pay. Free. Pay. 

Brandywine i3»i39 1978 584 1 159 16,860 $313.70 

Delamore, 16,046 129 1944 18,119 12.90 

Totals, 29fi85 2107 2528 1159 34>979 $326.60 

Compared with last year, this shows a loss in attend- 
ance on free days of 4,253 and a loss on pay days of 509, 
making a total loss in receipts of $50.90. 

Edward R. Mack, 

Superintendent 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
For the Year Ending January 31, 1908. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance at Last Report, $ 7,411.70 

Annual Appropriation, $17,000.00 

Rentals, 1,508.00 

People's Railway, 830.97 

Swimming Pools, 326.60 

Interest on Deposits, 297.35 

Sale of Material, • 163.47 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Tree Fund, . . 75.87 

Right of Way, 25.00 

From Wm. P. Bancroft, for planting in 
Rockford Park, sidewalk, and foot- 
path, 590.00 

From Irenee duPont, one-half of grad- 
ing 19th Street, 126.94 

$20,944.20 



$28,855.90 



EXPENDITURES. 

Police, $6,320.05 

Maintenance, 3,118.67 

Engineering and Superintendence, 1,595.00 

General Expense, 1,217.50 

Repairs to Roads, 633.53 

Lighting, 552.35 

Repairs to Buildings, 481.43 

Swimming Pools, 460.10 



$14,378.63 
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Brought forward, $14,378.63 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery, 353.82 

Footwalks, 267.82 

Planting, 240.39 

Drainage, 108.71 

Tools, 107.74 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, 74.25 

Minor Improvements, 39.19 

Fencing, 12.93 

Glen Avenue and 16th Street, 2,101.80 

North Drive, 551.65 

Van Buren Road, 190.61 

Van Buren Street Bridge, 1,120.72 

Approaches to Van Buren Street Bridge, 125.13 

Improvements to Lovering Avenue, . . . 309.85 

Improvements to Storehouse, 200.59 

People's Railway, . . 673.49 

Sewer, 616.80 

Rockford Park Planting, 340.29 

Sidewalk— Rockford Road, 277.04 

Grading— 19th Street, 253.89 

Sidewalk— Red Oak Road, 248.28 

Footwalk— Rockford Park, 170.44 

Bayard Memorial, 118.53 

Park Avenue Trees, 75.87 

Curbing Kirkwood Playground, 354.00 

Kirkwood Park, 67.18 

Delamore Park, 444.14 

Eden Park, 42.10 

Pine Street Playground, 77.03 

Tatnall Street Playground, 182.16 

$24,125.07 

Balance, 4,230.83 

$28,355.90 
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SUB^DIVISION OF EXPENDITURES. 
Maintenance and Improvement. 



MAINTENANCE. 
Main Park System. 

Police, $4,144.51 

Maintenance, 3,118.67 

Engineering and Superintendenace, . 684.63 

General Expense, 1,194.61 

Repairs to Roadways, 633.53 

Lighting, 294.62 

Repairs to Buildings, 481.43 

Swimming Pool, 256.20 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery, 353.82 

Footwalks, 67.79 

Tools and Implements, 53.87 

$11,283.68 

Kirkwood Park, $ 982.05 

Delamore Park, 1,156.42 

Eden Park, 820.43 

Pine Street Playground, 10.71 

$ 2,969.61 



Total, $14,253.29 

IMPROVEMENT. 
Main Park System. 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . $ 684.62 

General Expense, 22.89 

Improvements to Storehouse, 200.59 

Footwalks, 200.03 

$ 1,108.13 
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Brought forward, $ 1,108.13 

Planting, 240.39 

Drainage, 108.71 

Tools and Implements, 53.87 

Improvement to Banks and Roads, . . 74.25 

Minor Improvements, 39.19 

Fencing, 12.93 

Glen Avenue and 16th Street, 2,101.80 

North Drive, 551.65 

Van Buren Road, 190.61 

Van Buren Bridge, 1,120.72 

Approaches to Van Buren Bridge, . . . 125.13 

Improvements to Lovering Avenue, . . 309.85 

People's Railway, 673.49 

Storm Sewer at Rockford Park, 616.80 

Planting— Rockford Park, 340.29 

Sidewalk— Rockford Road, 277.04 

Sidewalk— Red Oak Road, 248.28 

Grading 19th Street, 253.89 

Footwalk— Rockford Park 170.44 

Bayard Memorial, 118.53 

Park Avenue Trees, 75.87 

$ 8,811.86 

Kirkwood Park, 409.82 

Delamore Park, 401.62 

Pine Street Playground, 66.32 

Tatnall Street Playground, 182.16 

$ 1,059.92 



Total Improvements, $ 9,871.78 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 
Police. 

Payroll, $3,885.18 

Uniforms and Materials, 259.33 

$ 4,144.51 

Maintenance. 

Payroll, $2,595.62 

Hauling, 330.68 

Miscellaneous, 192.37 

$ 3,118.67 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries, $1,369.25 

-^ $ 1,369.25 

General Expense. 

Payroll, $ 314.44 

Miscellaneous, 903.06 

-$ 1,217.50 

Repairs to Roadways. 

Payroll, $ 200.31 

Hauling, 67.45 

Miscellaneous, 365.77 

$ 633.53 

Lighting. 

Current, $ 233.42 

Miscellaneous, 61.20 

$ 294.62 

$10,778.08 
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Brought forward, $10,778.08 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Payroll, $ 116.63 

Miscellaneous, 364.80 

$ 481.43 

Swimming Pool. 

Payroll, $ 242.52 

Miscellaneous, 13.68 

$ 256.20 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery. 

Payroll, $ 303.90 

Hauling, 20.08 

Miscellaneous, 29.84 

$ 353.82 

FOOTWALKS. 

Payroll, $ 123.98 

Hauling, 93.62 

Miscellaneous, 50.22 

$ 267.82 

Planting. 

Payroll, $ 168.64 

Hauling, 14.33 

Miscellaneous, 57.42 

$ 240.39 

Drainage. 

Payroll, $ 29.74 

Miscellaneous, 78.97 

$ 108.71 

Tools and Implements. 

Miscellaneous, $ 107.74 



$12,594.19 
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Brought forward, $12,594.19 

Improvements to Banks and Roads. 

Payroll, $ 44.98 

Hauling, 25.02 

Miscellaneous, 4.25 

$ 74.25 

Minor Improvements. 

Payroll, $ 24.09 

Miscellaneous, 15.10 

$ 39.19 

Fencing. 

Payroll, $ 5.68 

Miscellaneous, 7.25 

$ 12.93 

Glen Avenue and 16th Street. 

Payroll, $1,043.44 

Hauling, 387.42 

Contract, 638.64 

Miscellaneous, 32.30 

$ 2,101.80 

North Drive. 

Payroll, $ 328.79 

Hauling, 35.84 

Miscellaneous, 187.02 

$ 551.65 

Van Buren Road. 

Payroll, $ 180.30 

Hauling, 10.31 

$ 190.61 

$15,564.62 
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Brought forward, $15,564.62 

Van Buren Bridge. 

Payroll, $ 12.53 

Balance on Contract, 1,077.25 

Miscellaneous, 30.94 

$ 1,120.72 

Approaches to Van Buren Bridge. 

Payroll, $ 25.13 

Hauling, 100.00 

$ 125.13 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue. 

Payroll, $ 20.63 

Hauling, 137.28 

Miscellaneous, 151.94 

$ 309.85 

Improvements to Storehouse. 

Payroll, $ 56.37 

Hauling, 7.97 

Contracts, 89.50 

Miscellaneous, 46.75 

$ 200.59 

People's Railway. 

Payroll, $ 123.01 

Contract, 443.44 

Hauling, 8.43 

Miscellaneous, 98.61 

$ 673.49 

Sewer at Rockford Park. 

Miscellaneous, $ 616.80 

$ 616.80 

$18,611.20 
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Brought forward, $18,611.20 

RocKFORD Planting. 

Payroll, $ 66.38 

Hauling, 40.53 

Miscellaneous, 233.38 

$ 340.29 

SroEWALK— ROCKFORD PARK. 

Payroll, $ 1.97 

Contract, 275.07 

$ 277.04 

Grading 19th Street. 

Payroll, $ 59.34 

Contract, 173.16 

Hauling, 16.09 

Miscellaneous, 5.30 

$ 253.89 

Sidewalk — Red Oak Road. 

Contracts, $ 248.28 

% 248.28 

Footwalk— Rockford Park. 

Labor, $ 98.44 

Hauling, 7.50 

Miscellaneous, 64.50 

$ 170.44 

Bayard Memorial. 

Payroll, $ 15.29 

Contract, 101.61 

Hauling, 2.63 

$ 118.53 

$20,019.67 
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Brought forward, $20,019.67 

Park Avenue Trees. 

Payroll, $ 33.16 

Hauling, 9.77 

Miscellaneous, 32.94 

$ 75.87 

KiRKwooD Park. 

Police, $ 786.98 

Lighting, 97.42 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 86.29 

Hauling, 22.33 

Payroll, 17.60 

Curbing Contract, 342.55 

Miscellaneous, 38.70 

$ 1,391.87 

Delamore Park. 

Police, $ 694.28 

Lighting, 129.43 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 86.29 

Hauling, 98.53 

Payroll, 168.19 

Miscellaneous, 177.42 

Swimming Pool, 203.90 

$ 1,558.04 

Eden Park. 

Police, $ 694.28 

Lighting, 30.88 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 53.17 

Payroll, 24.00 

Miscellaneous, 18.10 

$ 820.43 



$23,865.88 
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Brought forward, $23,865.88 

Pine Street Playground. 

Payroll, $ 49.13 

Hauling, 17.19 

Miscellaneous, 10.71 

$ 77.03 

Tatnall Street Playground. 

Labor, $ .94 

Contract, 181.22 

$ 182.16 

$24,125.07 



REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Wilmington, Del., Feb. 11, 1908. 
Board of Park Commissioners, 

Gentlemen: — The undersigned, acting as Auditing 
Committee of the Board, to whom was referred the accounts 
of the Board for the year ending January 31, 1908, beg to 
report that they have carefully examined the same and find 
them to be correct. 

Jerome B. Bell, 
W. G. Mendinhall, 
Wm. p. White, 

Finance Committee, 
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Charles H. Welde, Captain. 

Main Park System. 

Daniel Doherty, 
John Wiley, 
James Elliott, 
Fred. Ritzman, 
Frank Guiney, 

KntKWOOD Park. 
John Evans. 

Delamore Park. 

Joseph Bickta. 

Eden Park. 

Davis Patterson. 
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McKlNLEY MEMORIAL— DETAIL. 

Photograph by Emlle Bucher. 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

UNDEB CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. ^^, 

North Brandywine Park, 102,01 

South Brandywme Park, 76.87 

Eentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove, 14.83 

Rockford Park 71.42 

^26468 

SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts., . . .5.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street, . . .7.35 
Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts., . . .39 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 

Tatnall Streets, 58 

Maryland Avenue Triangle, 28 

Christiana Park, 2.79 

— 22.40 

OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets, . . .7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets, 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets, 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St, ... .12 
Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St., ... .12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets, 17 

Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome St., . . .09 



12.65 



Total area of Parks, 299.58 

Miles of Driveway, 4.21 

Population of Wihnington in 1900, 76,500 

One Acre of Park Land to 255 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 22 Acres of City Area. 
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NORTH DRIVE NEAR B. & 0. BRIDGE. 

Photograph by Edward R. Mack. 




SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 



/?'.(. /•(/ of Park C<'>rtvnss't. ners, 

Gentlemen: I bfj? to submit the following stat» imiAt 
ci work don? by this department during the year lO^S, to- 
ij' MfT with a statement of the receipts and expend.^ ;uie.-. f'.»r 
tiij year ending l)eremi>er 31, 190S. 

> FINANCES. 

At the beginning (^f the year there w:*s in the cily tre.is- 
ury a balance of $374.25 for the purchase of land anil f r>ijO, 
a gift, to be ai)plied toward the parcha.-^e of land for oveni*.;.: 
the North Drive between Market and West .<tr»et.s. 

During the year l)ond3 have been i^^ued as f Mows: 
^l."^ uOO for the purcha^-e of land, $r»,OMO for KirKwood <v>'ijn- 
mi!i.i{ pool, and $13,000 for park imi^rcvi ments. 

Of this there renuuns unexpend»"d $2,0;9.7i'> for the 
i^iurchase of land and $5,000 for Kirkword swi'.nm'ng ' u>l. 

During <1ie year the Commis^if.n has r* f»^ivod .^1,00-) 
'"n.-^n City C<jun'il to be turned over to the Frv^- Zoo A^su^ia- 
♦ .n. 

ACQlTSrnON OF LAM). 

The following addaions have bein mhde t > the groiiiid^ 
under control of the Commission during i\e \ vxr: 

The Whiltaker and Jiillis pniperties on Je^sn])':^ road nt 
a cost of $2,000 and JfiK",-:;. re pectivt^^-; the tria:j;:^ bounded 
by Oak Street, Maryland Avenue iu\d Ha-rist.a Street. .28 
acre at a cost of $2,315; the Rosen Ji.le lot, 1.15 acres at a 
cost of $4,055; an addition to Pine street Piaygnnu^d, a'.«oi:l 
.01 of an acre at a cost cf $i';0; tlie triangle bounded Lv 
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Market, King and Fifteenth Streets, .08 of an acre at a cost 
of (4,365 ; a strip 18 feet wide running from Park land near 
Rockford Tower to Dorcas Lane near the old Rising Sun 
School House, from the E. I. duPont de Nemours Co., as a 
gift. 

Arrangements have also been made with the Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore & Washington Railroad Company for a 
lease to the city for Park purposes, of two pieces of land, one 
bounded by Third Street, Bridge Street, Fourth Street, and 
the Christiana Creek; the other bounded by Third Street, 
Bridge Street, Fourth Street, and Church Street, at a nom- 
inal rental, for a period of ten years with a provision that 
the land can be retained for a second term of ten years pro- 
vided it shall not be needed for railroad purposes. 

The Lobdell Car Wheel Company has offered to deed to 
the city about six acres of land adjoining Eden Park on 
which there is a good set of buildings which will be of value 
to the Park. The land is well suited for playground and 
athletic purposes, and the price proposed, (4,000, is less than 
the buildings would cost. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE. 

Early in the year permission was granted by the Jes- 
sup & Moore Paper Co. for the extension of the North Drive 
across their property to Jessup's Road near the Augustine 
Mill. The road was graded from the Park boundary as far 
as Snuff Mill Lane and surfaced with cinders. This gives an 
outlet from the North Drive to Jessup^s Road and Brandy- 
wine Hundred. 

The grading of .the road from Van Buren Street Bridge 
to Eighteenth Street, which was begun in the fall of 1907, 
was completed in the spring and has been curbed and gut- 
tered as far as the North Drive. 

Tar paths have been laid from the railroad to within 
about two hundred feet of Eighteenth Street, and from the 
railroad to near the bear pit. A similar path has also been 
laid from Sixteenth and West Streets to connect with the 
path near the duck pond. 
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.-i\ adnili dvdl all-ni;yht I'/i 's have Ux-v ••!»■ * a i.o ir ' -n* 
'v'hii Bureu Kf'jul and five on « -'/• bridjr^e. 

*\ siune ^vr.ll ha? beer buil' along I :c 1. •-•. p -. l \ r^kirji; 
!i ^ •>si^'.\f to \Md?n the drivt* ard to in.y^ .}^»- *re rrad-. 

A j.rf.iM has bon placed ov.-r a -r '' '/ rt^ar Van b':«-,f?- 
roa(l and two c*her .s^j/injrs have b<en y.', •■ -! to ('(... '.MU^.t 

Th-. . 'd hoiwes on Jt^'.^up^'. Rond hi\e Ir-n tox* •■v:i 
in - '*.:/•./ way for Glen Avenue. 

Av r-'jrree'nent with li-e Wm. I^a & S'.*s ( ■. . ? • ,.'vd 
the y*r:..i hteniri: ni ih^j north lace 1;^. r Iro : » •! ;j.' ■ "^'^a-' 
Srrv"i and of coveriripr iho race fo^^ aVvv.u ^ '.••••/ r. .-» ^\ .-t 
f*-w:n Market Street. Tiii^ 'w.-.^ do^.e i»:< ? a rti,;.-."^ •» v •: 
re in \ i'S^x) leel long with pav;j;.«it ard S: »*':h .'<'t'ir. ; ji ': 
:■!'.. j^ tl:e north bank to beyond Tatnall Si'y>.»^. 

('i!vn Avenue hris been gr.V'i^d for \\a iui) wi-'^: ^^ • -Tn 
y^rkrl Stre-.'l to W'.st Street, t»rir;v'*pu!iy ^\'/Y *\.r'Vi f. .-^i 
The ci*^y, Cx^ no cost to the Corii;ni.-siori. 

SOUTH BKANDYWI.VK. 

The north >ide of Lovennjr Avpn'u- : i.s bf on i:rii6 >] .! i 
•.erjM^'ed from Van Buren Street tn l.i!'./»'k S:r. j m .i 
curbed from Van Buren to Rod*^.ey, Tli- ".;:.;;.'• v -vt: .-»»♦ • * . 
but the extremely dry st-ason prevent. cJ tr.' ;:ra.-j f a-^ /■.. 
ting a good start. 

The vsouth approach to Van Bur-u Sir:.",l 7 /. • . • . - 
Uen graded and sodded and shrubb. .y ha:- iv-f-r. {...;?:* 
the foot of the slopes. By the coTr^ng si\: ;>. -r .iie ...'-;. i-M 
should be settled safficiiintly for a perr r^*;, i.l f vm v. •' ai.d 
sidewalk to be laid. 

During? the summer the McK^nk^y } -^mofial \\a.s "V: • 
pleted and erected. At the tim-^ Uil" f:i\'is f'>r *h3 o... r^ •; 
of the Memorial were beinjr rait^ed th-^ I'ark ^t' i:-:: tv 
'>romiscd to make a contribution c<iual to It; per u n*. ./ t- •> 
amount as was raised by p-i^iic si.bscriprh^n. y\.'.> anirr^.'^-vd 
to $350, which was applied t(»n-:ird prei.rr-ing the setiii..;. 
After the work was complet;-d there reTr-n'.ird in ti.e tr^.^ - 
ury of the Memorial Assuclaiion abvut ?150. ^N'hiv'h v.as 
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Six additional all-night lights have been placed near the 
Van Buren Road and five on the bridge. 

A stone wall has been built along the duck pond making 
it possible to widen the drive and to improve the grade. 

A pump has been placed over a spring near Van Buren 
Road and two other springs have been piped to convenient 
locations. 

The old houses on Jessup's Road have been torn down 
in making way for Glen Avenue. 

An agreement with the Wm. Lea & Sons Co. permitted 
the straightening of the north race near the foot of Tatnall 
Street and of covering the race for about eighty feet west 
from Market Street. This was done and a retaining wall 
about 650 feet long with parapet and Scotch coping built 
along the north bank to beyond Tatnall Street. 

Glen Avenue has been graded for its full width from 
Market Street to West Street, principally with earth from 
the city, at no cost to the Commission. 

SOUTH BRANDYWINE. 

The north side of Lovering Avenue has been graded and 
terraced from Van Buren Street to Hancock Street and 
curbed from Van Buren to Rodney. The banks were seeded, 
but the extremely dry season prevented the grass from get- 
ting a good start 

The south approach to Van Buren Street Bridge has 
been graded and sodded and shrubbery has been planted at 
the foot of the slopes. By the coming summer the earth fill 
should be settled sufficiently for a permanent pavement and 
sidewalk to be laid. 

During the summer the McKinley Memorial was com- 
pleted and erected. At the time the funds for the erection 
of the Memorial were being raised the Park Commission 
promised to make a contribution equal to 10 per cent, of such 
amount as was raised by public subscription. This amounted 
to $850, which was applied toward preparing the setting. 
After the work was completed there remained in the treas- 
ury of the Memorial Association about $150, which was 
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turned over to the Park Commission to be used in caring for 
the monument and its surroundings. 

During the year the driveway has been resurfaced 
where necessary and Tarvia has been applied for the full 
width from Market to Jackson Street 

Electric lamps have been placed in the comfort houses, 
and they have been painted and altered to give better light- 
ing. 

The east side of West Street has been graded back in 
preparation for planting trees and shrubbery early in the 
spring. 

Plans have been prepared for a concrete foot bridge 
over the Brandywine to take the place of the present suspen- 
sion bridge, but if the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company 
should make the changes contemplated, it will be impossible 
to build the bridge at the present location. 

ROOKFORD PARK. 

The north side of Nineteenth Street from Park Avenue 
to Mt. Salem Church has been graded and terraced, and the 
Park Avenue entrance widened. Concrete curb has been 
laid along Nineteenth Street from Park Avenue westerly to 
the Park boundary. 

In order that that part of the Park between Mt. Salem 
Church and Brinckle Avenue might be improved, the Com- 
mission accepted an oflfer of Mr. Wm. P. Bancroft to pay 
$500 for the frame house on Nineteenth Street. The house 
has been moved away and the earth from Nineteenth Street 
has been used to fill in for the sidewalk and curb which will 
be laid the coming season. 

The driveway has been resurfaced where necessary and 
Tarvia has been applied to the roadway from where it enters 
the woods to near the Water Tower. 

Excavation has been made and cinders placed for two 
paths in Rockf ord Grove to accommodate the people in that 
vicinity who come to the pump for drinking water. 

A path has been constructed from the Park Drive near 
the Water Tower past the old School House to Dorcas Lane. 
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KIRK'VOOD PARK, 

It was inlciitl'd to build a swimfn'ne p* • 
d?ii\rf=: the year, but as th.? locaM^m sek-ct, ! 
vvitii Tjt.e Ji^jprov?.! of lliore.si^lent? of rr^^ vu *-. 
•.'-lied to build che pool along tho crork i\i ^i*' 
tiie riay^'i'ound. This nt/cessitaic^J r^r^i 1. ii'l}?.< ;t r- •. 
wr-li al'^ng tlie Port Warderfs line, i ne (•.•• vivt v. u^ • 
July to Gaudio?'} & demons, of Phil id-lj.hi.i. Aiirr • .^ 
delay tho work \vr.s coin:)IeiC'd in IVvi'r^ber. T\ <-• i^V : rji- • 
os>i!^y imok of the wall L^ boiri^? d-re and tr.t- » '' \ 
buik as early a? pracricabie during ; v. connr;>/ y*/. . ;:. T' • .; 
b-ive }.. en planned around the P]-i\' ■: »und and ais.; .* •■: : : 

ouo places in the Park to tnke the j'^te'e of the .- ■" 

popLu\s a3 they die out. 

DELAMOriE rvUK. 

Tlie old comfoit has Vie>n reu\odv.'Ied for a sand .. u.-.- 
and is very rr»uch usod. 

LOKN PARK. 

There has h 'en no iinpr<jvement work dor-.' in this Park 
during trie year, but rr>any u-Jid trees and ^^jinps luive «•' :a 
t'\ken out. 

TATNALL STREET PLAV^ FOUND. 

The Street ard Sewer Dopartnir-ut has hnd rnrb and 
sidewplk on both siile^ of this lot. and thi.s depa*tr..» ut hi^? 
planted tr^:K:'S of various kind.^, 21 in nil, 

?INr: STltKKT PLAY'^KOUND. 

The Civic CornniitU;e -'f the New Centi:ry Club a der - 
rook the nr^anajren-i^'nt of ihi^ Play^rround during tne i;i^»::/^-; 
of July and ^utrUrtt, providing api)arat us and i.Lt-.ndanto. 

The testincny of the resident.^ of tliat vic\n''y was 
unanimous in praise of the wonc of the iM?*yp:roi!Tid in driv- 
ing the cliildr'^n hcillhful exercise, and iu kee}»intr them oil' 
the streets. The ])olice othcers also state that th»i:e w^re k .-s 
J jvenile misdemeanors than usual it: that vici.iity. 
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During the early part of the summer a high fence was 
erected around the part akeady in use, and in the fall trees 
were planted 

As soon as the Commission gets possession of the re- 
mainder of this land (60 feet by 100 feet) extending to 
Fourth Street, it is intended to plant trees and grass and 
provide benches, making this part an attractive breathing 
spot while retaining the Playground as now established. 

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD LOTS. 

The agreement with the Philadelphia, Baltimore & 
Washington Railroad Company for the use for Park pur- 
poses of the land lying between Third and Fourth Streets 
from Church Street to Christiana Creek gives a Park of suf- 
ficient size for an athletic field, in a section where it is very 
much needed. Plans are being prepared for its improve- 
ment, and located as it is, it will produce a good impression 
upon those entering the city either by train or by boat 

MARYLAND AVENUE TRUNGLE. 

The triangle bounded by Oak Street, Maryland Avenue 
and Harrison Street, which was purchased early in the year 
has been curbed and graded. A concrete sidewalk has been 
laid on the Oak Street side and another from the comer of 
Oak and Harrison Streets to Maryland Avenue opposite 
Stroud Street. Trees and shrubs of various kinds have been 
planted. 

SWIMMING POOLS. 

The total attendance at the Swimming Pools was as fol- 
lows: 





H< 


». 


Women. 








Pay. 


Free. 


Pay. Free. 


Tatai. 


Reoe^ta. 


Brandywiae, . . 


....a649 


18,457 


X460 X404 


23,970 


•4x0^ 


Ddamoire, 


.... 44 


18,451 


3076 


ai,57i 


4^o 



2693 36*908 1460 4480 45»54X MiS-ao 

Compared with last year, this shows an increase in at- 
tendance on free days of 9,675, and on pay days of 887, and 
in receipts of $88.70. Pay days at Delamore Swimming Pool 
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have been abolished. Both the attendance and the receipts 
during the past season have been the highest since the pools 
have been establishd. 

Edward R. Mack, 

SuperifUendent. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1909, 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance at Last Report, $ 4,230.83 

Annual Appropriation, $17,000.00 

Sale of Bonds, 15,000.00 

Rentals, 1,287.50 

Special Appropriation for Free Zoo, . . 1,000.00 
From Wm. P. Bancroft for old house, . 500.00 

Swimming Pools, 414.70 

Interest on Deposits, 171.40 

McKinley Memorial Association, 153.05 

McE[inley Memorial Expenses, re- 
funded, 50.55 

Gflpin Avenue Tree Fund, 11.44 

Right of Way, , 11.00 

Insurance Premium Returned, 8.22 

Sale of Wood, 1.00 

35,608.86 

Total, $39,839.69 

EXPENDITURES. 

Guards, $6,404.41 

Maintenance, 3,342.22 

Repairs to Roads, 1,699.84 

Footpaths, 1,598.38 

Engineering and Superintendence, 1,580.00 

General Expense, 892.88 

Planting, 699.57 

Lighting, 624.82 

Carried forward, $16,842.12 
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Brought forward, $16,842.12 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery, 480.91 

Swimming Pools, 461.46 

Repairs to Buildings, 850.89 

Tools, 326.16 

Grading, 309.69 

Drainage, 207.87 

Minor Improvements, 146.40 

Repairs to Storehouse, 60.31 

Glen Avenue, 6,954.35 

Van Buren Road, 1,477.93 

Approaches to Van Buren Bridge, 790.14 

Duck Pond Wall, 788.46 

Free Zoo Account, 416.69 

North Drive, 297.61 

Zoo Association, 217.53 

Foot Bridge, 156.50 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue, 1,810.81 

McKinley Memorial, 430.66 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, .... 38.51 

West Street Improvement, 102.75 

Fencing, 2.45 

Improvement to 19th Street, 694.37 

Rismg Sun Path, 296.67 

Peoples Railway, 37.18 

Park Avenue Trees, 11.44 

Kirkwood Wall, 4,677.06 

Eirkwood Swimming Pool, 75.21 

Kirkwood Park, 78.80 

Delamore Park, 89.73 

Eden Park, 32.67 

Pine Street Playground, 279.82 

Maryland Avenue Triangle, 517.57 

$38,360.22 

Balance, 1,479.47 

|39,839.6» 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT. 



maintenance. 
Main Park System. 

Guards, ' $4,143.41 

Maintenance, 3,342.22 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 636.00 

Repairs to Roads, 1,699.84 

General Expense, 892.88 

Lighting, 408.82 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 480.91 

Swimming Pools, 230.67 

Repairs to Buildings, 360.39 

Tools, 163.08 

Repairs to Storehouse, 606.31 

Free Zoo Account, 416.69 

Park Avenue Trees, 11.44 

$12,681.30 

Kirkwood Park, 1,116.32 

Delamore Park, 1,093.96 

Eden Park, 802.60 

$ 3,011.87 



Total Maintenance, $16,693.17 

improvement. 
Main Park System. 
Engineering and Superintendence, . .$ 626.00 

Footpaths, 1,698.38 

Planting, 699.67 

Carried forward, $2,922.96 
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Brought forward, $2,922.95 

Tools, 217.44 

Grading, 309.69 

Drainage, 207.87 

Minor Improvements, 146.40 

Glen Avenue, 5,954.35 

Van Buren Road 1,477.93 

Approaches to Van Buren Bridge, . . . 790.14 

Duck Pond WaU, 788.46 

North Drive 297.61 

Zoo Association 217.63 

Foot Bridge, 156.50 

Improvements to Lovering Avenue, . . 1,810.61 

McEinley Memorial, 430.66 

Improvements to Banks and Roads, . . 38.51 

West Street Improvement, 102.75 

Fencing, 2.45 

Improvements to 19th Street, 594.87 

Rising Sun Path, 296.67 

Peoples Railway, 37.18 

$16,800.27 

Kirkwood Park, 4,946.82 

Delamore Park, 122.57 

Pine Street Playground, 279.82 

Maryland Avenue Triangle, 517.57 

$ 5,866.78 

Total Improvement, |22,667.05 

Total Maintenance, 15,693.17 

Total Expenditures, $38,360.22 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 
6UABD& 

Payroll, $3,876.62 

Uniforms and Materials, 266.79 

$ 4,148.41 

Maintenance. 

Payroll, $2,530.42 

Hauling, 588.65 

Miscellaneous, 223.15 

$ 3,342.22 

Repairs to Roads. 

PayroU, $ 502.33 

Hauling, 179.50 

Miscellaneous, 1,018.01 

$ 1,699.84 

Footpaths. 

Payroll, I 679.64 

Hauling, 289.09 

Miscellaneous, 629.65 

$ 1,598.38 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries and Consultant, $1,160.00 

$ 1,160.00 

General Expense. 

Salaries, $ 166.68 

Miscellaneous, 726.20 

$ 892.88 

Carried forward, $12,836.73 
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Brought forward, |12,836.73 

Planting. 

Labor, | 220,40 

Hauling, 87.96 

Miscellaneous, 391.21 

$ 699.57 

Lighting. 

Current, I 406.32 

Miscellaneous, 2.50 

$ 408.82 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery. 

Labor, | 480.91 

$ 480.91 

Swimming Pools. 

Labor, | 217.15 

Miscellaneous, 13.52 

$ 230.67 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Labor, | 266.78 

Material 83.61 

$ 350.39 

Tools. 

Labor, | 278.66 

Material, 47.50 

$ 326.16 

Grading. 

Labor, I 246.55 

Hauling, 63.14 

$ 309.69 

Carried forward, 115,642.94 
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Broufirht forward, |15,642.94 

Drainage. 

Labor | 71.13 

Miscellaneous, 136.74 

$ 207.87 

Minor Improvements. 

Labor, | 141.09 

Miscellaneous, 5.31 

$ 146.40 

Repairs to Storehouse. 

Labor, | 51.57 

Miscellaneous, 8.74 

$ 60.81 

Glen Avenue. 

Labor, |3,958.30 

Hauling, 1,710.50 

Miscellaneous, 285.56 

$ 5,954.85 

Van Buren Road. 

Labor, | 789.90 

Hauling, 278.82 

Miscellaneous, 409.21 

$ 1,477.93 

Approaches to Van Buren Bridge. 

Labor, | 248.14 

Hauling, 544.00 

$ 790.14 

Duck Pond Wall. 

Labor, | 602.90 

HauUng, 101.42 

Miscellaneous, 85.04 

$ 788.46 



Carried forward, $25,068.40 
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Brought forward, $25,068.40 

Zoo Account. 

Monthly Appropriation, | 416.69 

$ 416.69 

North Drive. 

Labor | 39.52 

Hauling 248.36 

Miscellaneous, 9.73 

$ 297.61 

Zoo Association. 

Labor | 210.10 

Haulmg, 3.12 

Miscellaneous, 4.31 

$ 217.53 

Foot Bridge. 

Engineering, | 150.00 

Miscellaneous, 6.50 

$ 156.50 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue. 

Labor, $ 280.70 

Hauling 522.53 

Miscellaneous, 1,007.58 

% 1,810.81 

McKiNLEY Memorial. 

Labor, | 236.54 

Hauling, 181.47 

Miscelluieous, 12.65 

$ 430.66 

Improvement to Banks and Roads. 

Labor, I 33.59 

Miscellaneous 4.92 

$ 38.51 



Carried forward, $28,436.71 
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Brought forward, $28,436.71 

West Street Improvement, 

Labor $ 51.65 

Hauling, 51.10 

$ 102.75 

Fencing. 

Miscellaneous, $ 2.45 

$ 2.45 

19th Street Improvement. 

Labor | 231.69 

Hauling 362.68 

$ 594.37 

Rising Sun Path. 

Labor $ 186.73 

Hauling, 23.44 

Material 86.50 

$ 296.67 

Peoples Railway. 

Labor, $ 25.93 

Miscellaneous, 11.25 

$ 37.18 

Park Avenue Trees. 

Labor | 5.50 

Hauling, 5.94 

$ 11.44 

EntKWOOD Park. 

Guard, $ 821.75 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 328.13 

Lighting 81.19 

Labor, 35.91 

Hauling, 17.00 

Carried over $1,283.98 

Carried forward $30,765.55 
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Brought forward, |30J65.65 

Brought over, |1,283,98 

Wall 4,677.06 

Swimming Pool, 75.21 

Miscellaneous, 25.89 

$ 6,062.14 

Delamore Park. 

Guard, $ 721.50 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 66.62 

Lighting, 108.88 

Labor 66.66 

Swimming Pool, 230.79 

Miscellaneous, 23.07 

$ 1,216.52 

Eden Park. 

Guard, $ 717.75 

Engineering and Superintendence, . . 26.26 

Lighting, 26.93 

Labor, 25.77 

Miscellaneous 6.90 

% 802.60 

Pine Street Playground. 

Labor, $ 98.03 

Hauling, 4.57 

Miscellaneous, 177.22 

$ 279.82 

Maryland Avenue Triangle. 

Labor, | 208.13 

Hauling 186.58 

Miscellaneous, 122.86 

$ 617.67 

Total Expenditures $38,360.22 
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REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE 

Wilmington, Del., March 10, 1909. 
Board of Park Commiaaioners, 

Gentlemen: — The undersigned, acting as Auditing 
Committee of the Board, to whom was referred the accounts 
of the Board for the year ending January 81, 1909, beg to 
report that they have carefully examined the same and find 
them to be correct. 

Jerome B. Bell, 
W. G. Mendinhall, 
Wm. p. White, 

Finance Committee. 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



The Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Wil- 
mington, under their power to make all needful rules and 
regulations for the government of any parks under their 
control, have made the following. Persons violating these 
rules are liable to penalties in amount not exceeding $10 for 
each offense. 

I. No person shall cut, break, or otherwise injure or 
deface any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock, or any building, 
fence, bridge, or other structure within any Park. 

II. No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or other 
animals, or throw stones or other missiles, or in any way 
disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the boundaries 
of any Park. 

III. No person shall make a fire or throw or place upon 
the ground any lighted match, cigar, or other burning sub- 
stance; or set a trap or snare; or injure, annoy, or disturb or 
have possession of any wild animal or bird, or injure or de- 
stroy any nest in any Park. 

IV. No person shall be guilty of any threatening^ abus- 
ive, insulting, or indecent language, or commit any obscene 
or indecent act in any Park. 

V. No person shall, without permission from the park 
authorities, ride or drive upon any part of the park except 
upon roads intended for that purpose. The use of the roads, 
except in cases where persons have legal rights therein to 
the contrary, and also speeds allowable on the roads, are 
subject to such directions as the Superintendent may from 
time to time give; but automobiles and other vehicles must 
not at any place go faster than is consistent with safety to 
those using the roads. 

VL No person shall enter upon or loiter about any pro- 
hibited place within the Park, or violate any special notice 
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or injunction, or loiter in any place after having been di- 
rected by an officer to move on, or refuse to obey any reason- 
able request of any park guard. 

VII. No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise 
affix or distribute any signs, advertisements or circulars 
within any Park. 

VIII. Loose horses, cattle, fowls, dogs and other do- 
mestic animals are not allowed in any Park. Dogs kept in 
leash are not prohibited. 

IX. No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove 
any notice or regulation for the government of the Parks. 
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BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



Dtite of Appointment Term B]9lrea. 


January, 1895. Dec 81, 1914 


October, 1907. 




' 1914 


September, 1886. 




' 1913 


November, 1895. ' 




' 1913 


October, 1904. ' 




' 1912 


January, 1908. ' 




' 1912 


October, 1900. 




• 1911 


November, 1895. ' 




• 1911 


March, 1883. ' 




' 1910 


December, 1909. 




' 1910 



Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr., 
Jerome B. Bell, 
Dennis J. Menton, 
Samuel Bancroft, Jr., 
Horace W. Cause, 
William G. Mendinhall, 
Samuel H. Baynard, 
J. Newlin Gawthrop, 
WnjjAM P. Bancroft, 
Irenes duPont, 

MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO. 

J. Harvey Spruance, Mayor. 

James L. Banning, President of Council. 

James Kane, Chairman of Finance Committee of City 
Council. 

Alexander J. Taylor, Chief Engineer of Surveying De- 
partment. 

OFFICERS. 
William P. Bancroft, President. 
William Bush, Treasurer. 
Edward R. Mack, Engineer and Superintendent. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Samuel H. Baynard, Jerome B. Bell, 

Horace W. Gause, Wiluam G. Mendinhall, 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. James Kane. 

PARK EXTENSION COMMITTEE. 
Jerome B. Bell, 
William G. Mendinhall, 
James L. Banning. 
The President is ex-officio a member of all committees. 



PARK GUARDS. 



Charles H. Welde, Captain. 

Main Park Systrai. 

Hamilton Stewart, 
John Wh-ey, 
James Eluott, 
Fred. Ritzman, 
Frank Guiney, 

Kirkwood Park. 
John Evans. 

Delamore Park. 

Joseph Bickta. 

Eden Park. 

Davis Patterson. 

Christiana Park. 

John C. Kersey. 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS- 

UNDER CONTROL OF PARK COMMISSION. 

MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Acres. 

North Brandywine Park 102.01 

South Brandywine Park 76.37 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove 14.83 

Rockford Park 71.42 

^264.63 

SMALL PARKS. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts 5.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts 5.34 

Eden Park, New Castle Avenue and F Street. . .13.43 
Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts. . . .39 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 

Tatnall Streets 58 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 28 

Christiana Park 2.79 

28.48 

OTHER SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER CONTROL OP PARK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Streets 7.50 

Rodney Park, Eighth and Clayton Streets 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Broome Streets 2.89 

Garfield Place, Del. Ave. and Washington St 12 

Kennett Place, Penna. Ave. and Franklin St 12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Streets 17 

Soldiers' Monument, Del. Ave. and Broome St. . . .09 

12.55 

Total area of Parks 305.66 

Miles of Driveway 4.21 

Population of Wihnington in 1900 76,500 

One Acre of Park Land to 250 inhabitants. 

One Acre of Park Land to 21.5 Acres of City Area. 




Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen : I beg to submit the following statement 
of work done by this department since the last report, to- 
gether with a statement of receipts and expenditures for the 
year ending January 31, 1910. 

FINANCES. 

At the beginning of the year there was in the city treas- 
ury $2,099.75 for the purchase of land, and $5,000 for Kirk- 
wood Swimming Pool. 

During the year bonds were issued for park purposes to 
the amount of $25,000, $23,000 of which came to the Park 
Commission for improvements, and was used principally in 
replenishing its treasury which had been depleted by expen- 
ditures for improvements during the preceding year. $2,000 
remained in charge of the City Council, and all but $338.10 
has been used in the purchase of land. 

ACQUISITION OP LAND. 

The only addition to the park lands during the past year 
was 6.07 acres secured from the Lobdell Car Wheel Com- 
pany for an athletic field at Eden Park at a cost of $4,000, 
including buildings. 

The acquisition of the following tracts has been recom- 
mended to City Council but has not been acted upon as yet: 

1. The land lying between Rockford Park and the 
Brandyivine, extending from near Rising Sun Road to near 
the Rockford dam; also of land on the northerly side of the 
Brandywine near the creek, extending in some places back 
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several hundred yards and extending from the present 
North Brandywine Park to near the Rockf ord dam. 

2. The land lying between Union Street and Grant 
Avenue, and extending northerly from Sixteenth Street 
194.4 feet 

3. The land bounded by Fourth street; the right of way 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway; Sixth Street and a new 
street 150 feet west of Bayard Avenue. 

4. The land lying between Grant Avenue and Bayard 
Avenue and extending northerly from Sixteenth Street 194.4 
feet 

5. The land bounded by Lovering Avenue, the present 
park land, Shallcross Avenue, DuPont Street and the pro- 
posed new right of way of the Baltimore and Philadelphia 
Railroad Company. 

6. The land between Broome and Connell Streets and 
extending one hundred and fifty feet southerly from Beech 
Street. 

7. The land bounded by Broome Street, Thirty-first 
Street, Harrison Street, and Thirtieth Street. 

8. The land bordering on the easterly side of Grant 
Avenue, extending from Third Street to Fourth Street and 
having a frontage of one hundred feet on each of those 
streets. 

The first five of these tracts are offered free of cost to 
the city by Mr. William P. Bancroft. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

The wall along the duck pond has been extended and a 
rough parapet wall built. Along the north side of Jessup's 
Road a retaining wall has been built 

Along Glen Avenue and the south side of Seventeenth 
Street curbing has been set. 

A tar path has been laid from near the foot of West 
Street to the foot of Tatnall Street From Tatnall Street to 
Market and along Market Street to the Bridge a concrete 
sidewalk has been laid. The Whitaker house has been re- 
moved and the slopes on both sides of Glen Avenue have 
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been graded and seeded and shrubbery and trees have been 
planted. 

The sidewalk on Eighteenth Street has been extended 
to Van Buren Street. 

Van Buren Road has been curbed and guttered and tar 
walk laid from the pump to Eighteenth Street. 

A tar walk has been laid from Van Buren Road at the 
railroad crossing along Jessup's Road to connect with the 
old path at the east end of the duck pond. 

SOUTH BBANDYWINE PARK. 

At the Market Street Triangle the old buildings have 
been removed, the lot graded and curbed and a sidewalk 
laid on all sides. On the Market Street side the street has 
been widened three feet at the request of the Street and 
Sewer Department. The point at the intersection of Market 
and King Streets has been rounded giving a better entrance, 
to the Park Drive. A polished granite drinking fountain for 
horses and dogs, the gift of the Ensign Fountain Society, 
has been placed near the intersection of Market, King, and 
Sixteenth Streets. 

The Park Commission has placed a light on the foun- 
tain. 

At West Street and the South Drive a steep bank, which 
obscured the view, making a dangerous comer, has been 
graded back and sodded. Planting has been done along the 
top of the bank back of Washington School and along the 
park border east of West Street. 

At the south approach to Van Buren Bridge concrete 
curb and sidewalk has been laid and the roadway paved with 
Belgian block. 

Early in the year the Baltimore and Ohio Railway be- 
gan negotiations for an exchange of land for the relocation 
of their line. The proposed changes consist of a new stone 
viaduct about 100 feet east of the present steel bridge, and 
the necessary changes in the approaches. 
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This involved tearing down three houses and the store- 
house belonging to the city, as well as some change in paths 
and roads. 

As finally agreed upon the city is to convey to the Rail- 
road Company a new right of way from Lovering Avenue to 
Eighteentii Street, in exchange for which the Railroad 
Company is to convey to the city the land which it now oc^ 
cupies, and will not require, including a house and the pres- 
ent steel bridge, and to build a new foot bridge to replace the 
present suspension bridge, and to make all necessary changes 
in paths and roads. In addition the Railroad Company is to 
grade Lovering Avenue and Eighteenth Street. 

The Field Road has been macadamized from the Drive 
to the Park boundary. 

ROGKFORD PARK. 

The north side of Nineteenth Street from Park Avenue 
to Mt. Salem Church and the wet ground between the Wil- 
mington City Railway and Brinckle Avenue have been grad- 
ed and seeded. 

Concrete curb has been laid along the north side of 
Nineteenth Street from Park Avenue to Brinckle Avenue 
and a sidewalk laid from Mt. Salem Church to Brinckle 
Avenue. 

Concrete foot-paths have been laid along Red Oak Road 
from Riverview Avenue to Benson Street and in Rockford 
grove leading to the pump. 

Considerable planting has been done in the vicinity of 
Mt. Salem Church at the expense of Mr. William P. Ban- 
croft. 

The Park Drive has been treated with Tarvia from the 
Water Tower to the Park Avenue entrance and repaired 
where necessary. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

Early in the year plans were prepared for a swimming 
pool to be located along the creek wall at the north end of the 
playground. Bids were asked for and the contract awarded 




KIRKWOOD SWIUMIffO POOL 
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to Tatnall-Brown Co., the lowest bidder, for $6,982. Work 
was begun immediately and the pool was completed and 
opened on July 19. 

The pool is 100 feet long by 70 feet wide at one end and 
15 feet at the other. It is of the usual construction, and has 
eighty-four dressing rooms, attendant's room, shower baths 
and storeroom, and comfort-house for the use of the Park.* 

The attendance from the beginning has exceeded that 
of any of the other pools. 

Trees and shrubbery have been planted around the pool 
which will add to the otherwise rather bare appearance of 
the playground. 

A sanitary drinking fountain has been placed in the 
park and another near the swimming pool. 

DELAMORE PARK. 

No improvements have been made in Delamore Park 
during the year. The tract recommended to Council just 
south of Beech Street is of sufficient size for a boys' ball 
ground. 

EDEN PARK. 

Improvement work at Eden Park has been confined to 
enclosing the new ground and to taking down the old fences. 
A foot ball field has been laid out and has been in regular use 
during the fall. 

CHRISTIANA PARK. 

The land secured from the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany along the Christiana between Third and Fourth Streets 
has been named Christiana Park. 

Early in the spring the lot west of Bridge Street which 
was covered with rubbish was cleared up and leveled, and a 
base ball diamond laid out During the summer this field 
was in use nearly every afternoon and evening. 

In the fall the lot was brought up to grade and covered 
with soil. The wharf was repaired with the lumber from 
the old Rosendale pavilion, a path from near Third Street 
bridge to the steamboat wharf was made and the ground 

*P]an of the pool may be found at the end of this book. 
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brought to grade ready for soil in the spring. Trees have 
been planted around both lots and grass will be sown in the 
spring. 

The section west of Bridge Street will be used as an 
athletic field and that between Bridge Street and the Chris- 
tiana will be kept in lawn. 

PINE STREET PLAYGROUND. 

During July and August the playground was kept open 
from 9 A. M. until dark, except for the noon hour, a play 
leader being in attendance. During September and October 
the ground was open after school hours. 

The success which has attended the work of this play- 
ground would seem to warrant the opening of similar 
grounds in other parts of the city. 

SWIMMING POOLS. 

The swimming pools were kept open from June 1 to 
September 30. The attendance was as follows : 

Men Women 

Pay Free Pay Free Total Receipts 

Brandywine...l639 17760 1119 1026 21544 $275.80 

Delamore 17594 2978 20572 

Kirkwood*.... 46 16792 12 3226 20076 6.05 



1685 52146 1131 7230 62192 $281.85 

Edward R. Mack, 

Superintendent. 



*JuIr 19 to September (0. 
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HNANCIAL STATEMENT. 

FOB THE TEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 1910. 



RECEIFTS. 

Balance at Last Report $ 1,479.47 

Annual Appropriation $18,000.00 

Sale of Bonds 25,000.00 

Sale of Bonds for Eirkwood Swimming 

Pool 5,000.00 

Rentals 1,270.60 

Swimming Pools 281.65 

Interest on Deposits 179.07 

Wm. P. Bancroft— Mt. Salem Sidewalk 97.02 

Peoples Railway 60.62 

Geo. I. Speer for Old Building 50.00 

Board of Education for Trees 26.48 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Tree Fund. . . 17.24 

Right of Way 11.00 

L. 0. Jones for Old Building 10.00 

Sale of Trees 2.00 

Unclaimed Wages 1.22 

$50,006.90 

Total $51,486.87 

EXPENDITURES. 

Guards $ 7,369.55 

Maintenance 3,499.55 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . . 1,610.00 

General Expense 975.39 

Repairs to Roads 922.56 

Lighting 744.79 

Carried forward $15,121.84 
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Brought forward $15,121.84 

Swimming Pools 685.89 

♦Free Zoo Appropriation 583.31 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 418.92 

Tools 188.27 

Repairs to Buildings 100.52 

Drainage 95.08 

Minor Improvements 194.20 

Zoo Association 23.29 

Improvement to Banks and Roads 76.30 

Planting 267.88 

Fencing 15.13 

Foot Walks 45.03 

Glen Avenue 2,382.80 

Glen Avenue Path 1,143.07 

Wall along Duck Pond and Jessup's 

Road 882.89 

Jessup's Road Path 596.90 

Grading in North Brandywine Park. . . 333.70 

Jessup's Road 282.94 

Van Buren Road 235.64 

Eighteenth Street Sidewalk 127.19 

North Drive 10.97 

Alapocas Land 31.36 

Field Road 1,512.49 

Approach to Van Buren Bridge 892.63 

West Street Improvement 802.72 

Market Street Triangle 574.76 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue 70.07 

Grading in South Brandywine Park. . . 55.93 

Improvement to Nineteenth Street. . . . 1,567.04 

Path in Rockford Grove 340.83 

Red Oak Road Sidewalk 282.97 

Planting in Rockford Park 91.58 

Carried forward $30,034.14 

*PayiiieiiU February to Augiut inclusive, not from special fund. See Special Fund. 



Brought forward $30,034.14 

Park Avenue Trees 17.24 

Peoples Railway 7.00 

Eirkwood Swimming Pool 7,708.07 

Kirkwood Wall 1,556.33 

Kirkwood Park 273.98 

Delamore Park 134.46 

Eden Park 285.25 

Christiana Park 1,022.77 

Pine Street Playground 832.64 

Tatnall Street Playground 133.41 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 112.11 

City Treasury— for Purchase of Land. 2,000.00 

$44,147.40 

Balance 7,338.97 

$51,486.37 
SPECIAL FUND FOR FREE ZOO ASSOCIATION. 

BEGINNING WITH SEPT. 1909. 



RECEIPTS. 

Annual Appropriation $1,000.00 

Payments 416.69 

Balance January 31, 1910 $ 583.31 



GILPIN AND PARK AVENUE TREE FUND. 

Balance February 1, 1909 $177.95 

Interest 7.06 

185.01 
Payments 17.24 



$167.77 
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SUBDIVISION OF EXPENDITURES. 

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT. 



maintenance. 
Main Park System. 

Guards $ 4,834.61 

Maintenance 3,499.55 

Engineering and Superintendence.. 627.00 

Repairs to Boads 922.56 

General Expense 761.00 

Lighting 553.28 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 418.92 

Swimming Pool 220.75 

Repairs to Buildings 100.52 

Tools 94.14 

Park Avenue Trees 17.24 

Free Zoo Appropriation 583.31 

Foot Walks 45.03 

Kirkwood Park 1,316.27 

Delamore Park 1,425.70 

Eden Park 942.18 

Pine Street Playground 311.59 

Tatnall Street Playground 14.52 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 19.26 

$16,707.43 

improvement. 

Engineering and Superintendence. .$ 433.19 

Tools 94.13 

Drainage 95.08 

Swimming Pool 68.68 

Carried forward $ 691.08 
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Brought forward $ 691.08 

Minor Improvements 194.20 

Zoo Association 23.29 

Improvement to Banks and Roads. . 76.30 

Planting 267.88 

Fencing 15.13 

Glen Avenue 2,382.80 

Glen Avenue Path 1,143.07 

Walls along Duck Pond and Jessup's 

Road 882.89 

Jessup's Road Path 596.90 

Grading in North Brandywine Park 333.70 

Jessup's Road 282.94 

Van Buren Road 235.64 

Eighteenth Street Sidewalk 127.19 

North Drive 10.97 

Alapocas Land 31.36 

Field Road 1,512.49 

Approach to Van Buren Bridge 892.63 

West Street Improvement 802.72 

Market Street Triangle 574.76 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue. . 70.07 

Grading in South Brandjrwine Park 55.93 

Improvement to Nineteenth Street. . 1,567.04 

Path in Rockford Grove 340.83 

Red Oak Road Sidewalk 282.97 

Planting in Rockford Park 91.58 

Peoples Railway 7.00 

Kirkwood Swimming Pool 7,708.07 

Kirkwood Wall 1,556.33 

Kirkwood Park 531.03 

Delamore Park 43.71 

Eden Park 256.61 

Christiana Park 1,055.27 

Pme Street Playground 571.85 

Carried forward $25,216.23 
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Brought forward $25,216.23 

Tatnall Street Playground 125.44 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 98.30 

City Treasurer — Part of Bond Issue 

for Purchase of Land 2,000.00 

Total Improvement $27,439.97 

Total Maintenance 16,707.43 

$44,147.40 
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ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURES. 
main park system. 

Guards. 

Payroll $4,499.80 

Uniforms and Materials 334.81 

$ 4,834.61 

Maintenance. 

Payroll $2,412.32 

Hauling 647.88 

Miscellaneous 439.35 

$ 3,499.55 

Engineering and Superintendence. 

Salaries $1,060.19 

$ 1,060.19 

Repairs to Roads. 

Payroll $ 242.61 

Hauling 227.01 

Miscellaneous 452.94 

$ 922.56 

General Expense. 

Salaries $ 100.00 

Miscellaneous 661.00 

$ 761.00 

Lighting. 

Payroll $ 23.60 

Current 253.71 

Miscellaneous 275.97 

$ 553.28 

Carried forward $11,631.19 
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Brought forward $11,631.19 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery. 

Payroll $ 33.47 

Hauling 385.45 

$ 418.92 

Swimming Pool. 

Payroll $ 220.75 

Improvement 68.68 

$ 289.43 

Repairs to Buildings. 

Payroll $ 9.63 

Miscellaneous 90.89 

$ 100.52 

Tools. 

Payroll $ 5.50 

Miscellaneous 182.77 

$ 188.27 

Park Avenue Trees. 
Payroll $ 17.24 

Free Zoo Approprution $ 583.31 

Foot Walks. 

Payroll $ 32.63 

Hauling 1.97 

Miscellaneous 10.43 

$ 45.03 

Drainage. 

Payroll $ 61.11 

Hauling 1.72 

Miscellaneous 32.25 

$ 95.08 

Carried forward $13,368.99 
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Brought forward (13,868.99 

MiNOB IMFBOVEMENTS. 

PayroU $ 68.00 

Hauling 6.56 

Miscellaneous 119.64 

$ 194.20 

Zoo Association. 

PayroU I 16.41 

Hauling 6.88 

$ 23.29 

Improvement to Banks and Roads. 

Payroll $ 22.20 

Miscellaneous 54.10 

$ 76.30 

Planting. 

Payroll $ 152.87 

Hauling. 62.62 

Miscellaneous 52.39 

$ 267.88 

Glen Avenue. 

PayroU $ 879.78 

Hauling 289.22 

Miscellaneous 1,213.80 

$ 2,382.80 

Glen Avenue Path. 

PayroU $ 116.18 

Hauling 304.65 

MlsceUaneous 723.24 

$ 1,143.07 

Walls Along Duck Pond and Jessup's Road. 

PayroU $ 492.90 

Hauling 92.88 

MisceUaneous 297.11 

1 882.89 

Carried forward $18,339.42 
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Brought forward $18,339.42 

Jessup's Road Path. 

Payroll $ 260.28 

Hauling 50.16 

Miscellaneous 286.46 

$ 596.90 

Grading in North Brandywine Park. 

Payroll $ 232.92 

Hauling 100.78 

$ 333.70 

Jessup's Road. 

Payroll $ 76.62 

Hauling 32.51 

Miscellaneous 173.81 

$ 282.94 

Van Buren Road. 

Payroll $ 82.65 

Hauling 32.50 

Miscellaneous 120.49 

$ 235.64 

Eighteenth Street Sidewalk. 
Contract $ 127.19 

North Drive. 

Payroll $ 7.13 

Miscellaneous 3.84 

$ 10.97 

Alapocas Land. 
Payroll $ 31.36 

Field Road. 

PayroU $ 246.25 

Hauling 376.14 

Miscellaneous 890.10 

9 1,512.49 

Carried forward $21,470.61 
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Brought forward $21,470.61 

Approach to Van Btjben Bridge. 

Payroll $ 7.92 

Contracts — ^Pavinsr and Sidewalk 877.21 

Miscellaneous 7.60 

% 892.68 

West Street Improvement. 

Payroll $ 224.06 

Hauling 208.15 

Miscellaneous 370.51 

$ 802.72 

Market Street Trungle. 

Payroll $ 64.34 

Hauling 42.60 

Miscellaneous 467.82 

$ 674.76 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue. 

Payroll $ 26.42 

Hauling 39.76 

Miscellaneous 13.90 

$ 70.07 

Grading in South Brandywine Park. 

Payroll ¥ 39.12 

Hauling 16.81 

$ 55.93 

Improvement Along Nineteenth Street 
AND Brinckle Avenue. 

Payroll $ 370.44 

Hauling 274.53 

Miscellaneous 922.07 

1 1,567.04 

Carried forward $25,433.76 
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34 
Brought forward $25,433.76 

Path in Rockford Grove. 

Payroll $ 58.24 

Hauling 7.96 

Miscellaneous 274.63 

$ 340.83 

Sidewalk on Red Oak Road. 

Hauling $ 6.25 

Contract 276.72 

$ 282.97 

Planting in Rockford Park. 

Payroll $ 58.24 

Hauling 6.40 

Miscellaneous 26.94 

$ 91.58 

Peoples Railway. 

Payroll $ 7.00 

Kirk WOOD Swimming Pool. 

Payroll $ 45.19 

Hauling .25 

Contract 7,420.68 

Miscellaneous 241.95 

% 7,708.07 

KntKwooD Wall. 

Contract $1,565.33 

Miscellaneous 1.00 

$ 1,556.33 

Fencing $ 15.13 

KiRKWooD Park. 

Guard $ 900.60 

Engineering and Superintendence... 362.90 

Lighting 101.32 

Carried over $1,364.82 

Carried forward $35,435.67 
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Brought forward $35,435.67 

Brought over $1,364.82 

General Expense 71.00 

Swimming Pool 137.50 

Miscellaneous 48.85 

Improvement 225.13 

$ 1,847.30 

Delamore Park. 

Guard $ 857.01 

Engineering and Superintendence... 62.00 

General Expense 75.00 

Lighting 98.23 

Swimming Pool 241.25 

Miscellaneous 92.21 

Improvement 43.71 

$ 1,469.41 

Eden Park. 

Guard $ 831.33 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . 41.50 

General Expense 47.39 

Lighting 21.96 

Improvement 256.61 

$ 1,198.79 

Christiana Park. 

Payroll $ 544.10 

Hauling 346.80 

Miscellaneous 131.87 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . 32.50 

$ 1,055.27 

Pine Street Playground. 

Payroll $ 525.38 

Hauling 128.72 

Miscellaneous 178.54 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . 32.80 
General Expense 18.00 

$ 883.44 

Carried forward $41,889.88 



Brought forward $41,889.88 

Tatnall Street Playground. 

Payroll $ 11.22 

Ensrineering and Superintendence . . . 1.60 

General Expense 1.80 

Improvement 125.44 

% 139.96 

Maryland Avenue Triangle. 

Payroll $ 15.65 

Hauling 1.41 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . 1.00 

General Expense 1.20 

Improvement 98.30 

$ 117.56 

City Treasurer — ^Bond Issue $ 2,000.00 

Total Expenditure $44,147.40 
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REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 



Wilmington, Del., March 8, 1910. 

Board of Park Commissioners, 

Gentlemen: The undersigned, acting as Auditing 
Committee of the Board, to whom was referred the accounts 
of the Board for the fiscal year ending January 31, 1910, 
beg to report that they have carefully examined the same, 
and with a few minor clerical errors, which have been cor- 
rected, find them to be accurate. 

Jerome B. Bell, 
William G. Mendinhall, 
James Kane, 

Firmnce Committee. 
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PARK REGULATIONS. 



The Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Wil- 
min^n, under their power to make all needful rules and 
regulations for the government of any parks under their 
control, have made the following. Persons violating these 
rules are liable to penalties in amount not exceeding $10 for 
each offense. 

I. No person shall cut, break, or otherwise injure or 
deface any trees, shrubs, plants, turf, rock, or any building, 
fence, bridge, or other structure within any Park. 

II. No person shall carry firearms, shoot birds, or 
other animals, or throw stones or other missies, or in any 
way disturb or annoy the birds or animals within the boun- 
daries of any Park. 

III. No person shall make a fire or throw or place upon 
the ground any lighted match, cigar, or other burning sub- 
stance ; or set a trap or snare ; or injure, annoy, or disturb or 
have possession of any wild animal or bird, or injure or de- 
stroy any nest in any Park. 

IV. No person shall be guilty of any threatening, abus- 
ive, insulting, or indecent language, or commit any obscene 
or indecent act in any Park. 

V. No person shall, without permission from the Park 
authorities, ride or drive upon any part of the park except 
UDon roads intended for that purpose. The use of the roads, 
e^^H^ in cases where persons have legal rights therein to 
the contrary, and also speeds allowable on the roads, are 
subject to such directions as the Superintendent may from 
time to time give; but automobiles and other vehicles must 
not at any place go faster than is consistent with safety to 
those using the roads. 

VI. No person shall enter upon or loiter about any pro- 
hibited place within the Park, or violate any special notice 
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or injunction, or loiter in any place after having been di- 
rected by »an officer to move on, or refuse to obey any reason- 
able request of any Park guard. 

VII. No person shall erect, paint, paste or otherwise 
affix or distribute any signs, advertisements or circulars 
within any Park. 

VIII. Loose horses, cattle, fowls, dogs and other do- 
mestic animals are not allowed in any Park. Dogs kept in 
leash are not prohibited. 

IX. No person shall injure, deface, destroy or remove 
any notice or regulation for the government of the Parks. 
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BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 

Date of Appolatment Term Bzpins. 

William P. Bancroft, March, 1883. Dec. 81, 1916 

IBENEEDUPONT, December, 1909. '' '' 1916 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr., January, 1896. '' ** 1914 

Jerome B. Bell, October, 1907. '' '' 1914 

Dennis J. Menton, September, 1886. " " 1918 

Samuel Bancroft, Jr., November, 1896. ** ** 1918 

Horace W.Gause, October, 1904. " " 1912 

William G. Mendinhall, January, 1908. '' '' 1912 

Samuel H. Baynard, October, 1900. '' *' 1911 

J. Newun Gawthrop, November, 1896. " " 1911 

MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO. 
J. Harvey Spruance, Mayor. 
James L. Banning, President of CouneO. 
James Kane, Chairman of Finance Committee of City 

Council. 
Alexander J. Taylor, Chief Engineer of Surveying De- 

partm^ent. 

OFFICERS. 
William P. Bancroft, President. 
William Bush, Treasurer. 
Edward R. Mack, Engineer and Superintendent. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEB. FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Samuel H. Baynard, Jerome B. Bell, 

"Horace W. Gause, • Irenee duPont, 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. James Kane. 

park extension committee. 

Jerome B. Bell, 

William G. Mendinhall, 

James L. Banning. 
The President is ex-officio a member of all committees. 



PARK GUARDS. 



Charles H. Welde, Captain. 

Main Park System. 

Hamilton Stewart, 
John Wiley, 
James Eluott, 
Fred. RrrziftAN, 
Frank Guiney. 

Kirkwood Park. 

John Evans. 
Delamore Park. 

Joseph Bickta. 
Eden Park. 

Davis Patterson. 

Christiana Park. 

John C. Kersey. 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

UNDEB THE CONTBOL OF THE PABK COMMISSION. 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

Acres. 

North Brandywine Park 102.01 

South Brandywine Park 76.98 

Eentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove 14.68 

Rockf ord Park 88.96 

Alapocas Woods 128.04 

405.62 

SMALL PARKS AND OPEN SPACES. 

Eirkwood Park, Eleventh and Eirkwood Sts . . . 6.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts 6.84 

Eden Park, New Castle Ave. and F St 13.43 

Christiana Park, Fourth and Church Sts 2.79 

Thirtieth Street Park, Thurtieth and Broome Sts 8.44 

Lincoln Park^ Tenth and Lincoln Sts 4.84 

Woodlawn Park, Fourth and Ferris Sts 3.71 

Sixth Street Park, Sixth and Ford Ave 4.47 

Stapler Park, Sixteenth and Union Sts 2.87 

Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts . . .39 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 

Tatnall Sts 68 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 28 

Concord Tower Triangle 16 

Triangle at Twenty-third and Madison Sts 11 

Triangle at Boulevard and Harrison St 16 

Triangle at Boulevard and Broome St 10 

Canby Place 10 

47.92 

463.54 



SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER THE GONTBOL OF THE PAEK COMMISSION. 

Cool Spring Park» Tenth and Jackson Sts 7^0 

Rodney Park, Ninth and Rodney Sts 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Franklin Sts. : 2.89 

Garfield Place, Delaware Ave. and Washington 

St 12 

Kennett Place, Pennsylvania Ave. and Franklin 

St 12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Sts 17 

Soldiers' Monument, Delaware Ave. and 

Broome St. 09 

Grant Ave. Play Lots, Grant Ave, 4th to 7th. . 1.6 

14.15 

Total Area of Parks 467.69 
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SUPERINTENDENTS REPORT. 

Board of Park Commissumers : 
Gentlemen: 

I BEG to submit the following statement of work done by 
the Commission, together with a statement of receipts 
and expenditures;; from February 1, 1910, to December 
31, 1910, 

FINANCES. 

The only funds available for the use of the Conmiis- 
sion have been an unexpended balance from last year of 
$7,888.97, the annual appropriation of $18,000 and the usual 
receipts from rentals, swimming pools, etc., of $2,344.22, a 
total of $27,688.19. 

The expenditures have been $23,520.44, leaving a bal- 
ance of $4,162.75. 

In addition there is a balance of $338.10 in the hands of 
the City Treasurer which can be used for Park purposes. 

With the limited resources at the command of the Com- 
mission only the most urgent of the many needed improve- 
ments could be attempted. 

ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

Notwithstanding the lack of funds the city has been 
very fortunate in securing several very desirable tracts of 
land which in the future will be of inestimable value. 
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The largest tract was deeded by the E. I. DuPont de 
Nemours Powder Company, through the exertions and by 
the generosity of William P. Bancroft, and contains 106^9 
acres. Adjoining this is 16.76 acres placed in trust by Wil- 
liam P. Bancroft in 1908, which has been transferred to the 
city. This land is for the most part heavily wooded and is 
admirably adapted for a woodland park. 

Also from the DuPont Company, through Mr. Ban- 
croft's efforts, was secured a tract of 17.64 acres lying be- 
tween Rockf ord Park and Brandywine Creek and extending 
from Rising Sun Bridge to near Bancroft's dam. 

Through the generosity of Howard DeHaven Ross, the 
tract bounded by Thirtieth, Harrison, Thirty-first and 
Broome Streets, containing 2.44 acres, has been secured at 
no cost to the city. Adjoining this north of Thirtieth Street 
and extending to the Boulevard, and the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, is a piece of woodland of 1.34 acres purchased by 
subscription and placed in trust until the city shall acquire 
the land bounded by Thirty-first Street, Harrison Street, 
Thirty-second Street and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
or failing this, after January 1, 1913, to be disposed of when 
and as the Board of Park Commissioners shall direct. 

This land is well wooded and a fine stream flows 
through it from end to end. 

From a special appropriation the following tracts have 
been purchas^ : 

1. In the square bounded by Tenth, DuPont, Eleventh 
and Scott Streets, 2.61 acres, from J. Chester Gibson at a 
cost of $14,000. 

2. In the square bounded by Ninth, Scott, Tenth and 
Lincoln Streets, 1.23 acres, from J. Chester Gibson at a cost 
of $4,000 ; .6 acres from John P. Reardon at a cost of $1,700, 
and .14 acres from Thomas DeRogatis at a cost of $1^200. 

3. The land bounded by Fifth and Sixth Streets, Ford 
and Ogle Avenues, and containing 4.47 acres, from Peter J. 
Ford at a cost of $20,000. 



In the square bounded by Ninth, Scott, Tenth and Lin- 
cohi Streets, Nicholas Fidance has offered to donate to the 
city •06 acres. 

The following tracts have been deeded by the Wood- 
lawn Company; they are a gift from William P. Bancroft: 

1. The land bounded by Fourth, Ferris and Sixth 
Streets and the Baltimore and Ohio Railway, containing 8.71 
acres. 

2. The land on the north side of Sixteenth Street from 
Union Street to Grant Avenue, and from Grant Avenue to 
Bayard Avenue, to a deptli of 192 feet 4.5 inches, and con- 
taining 2.6 acres. 

8. The land between Shallcross and Lovering Avenues, 
between the Park lands and the right of way of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railway, and containing .66 acres. 

The Concord Heights Company has donated the tri- 
angle bounded by the Boulevard, Harrison Street and Twen- 
ty-sixth Street, containing .16 acres, and the triangle 
bounded by the Boulevard, Twenty-eighth Street and 
Broome Street, containing .10 acres, on condition that the 
first mentioned triangle be immediately improved. 

The triangle bounded by Concord Avenue^ Twenty- 
third Street and Madison Street, containing .11 acres, which 
has been deeded to the city by the North Side Improvement 
Company, has been turned over to the Park Commission. 

The Concord Water Tower lot at Concord Avenue and 
Jefferson Street, containing .15 acres, has been transferred 
from the Water Department to the Park Conmiission. 

The acquisition of the following tracts have been rec- 
onmiended to City Council : 

1. Portion of the two blocks between Second and Third 
Streets, Adams and Jackson Streets, and perhaps a lot sixty- 
eight by eighty-one feet at the southeasterly comer of Third 
and Adams Streets. 

2. The land bounded by Second and Third Streets and 
DuPont and Clayton Streets. 
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3. The land bounded by Thirtieth, Harrison and Thir- 
ty-second Stiieets and the Baltimore and Ohio Railway. 
(Part of this has been secured.) 

The recommendations made in 1909 for the purchase of 
the lot adjoining Delamore Park and the land on the easterly 
side of Grant Avenue between Third and Fourth Streets, 
have not yet been acted upon. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

For several years it has seemed important that a path 
should be built from Van Buren Road to near the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railway. After the construction of the new foot 
bridge the increase in travel, particularly on Sundays, made 
it desirable that the path be immediately constructed. The 
path was laid along the north side of Jessup's Road, and is 
of concrete 6.5 feet wide and 2,200 feet long. At the same 
time Jessup's Road bridge was widened and the wooden floor 
replaced by one of concrete. The grade of the road has been 
improved and wherever filling has been necessary it has 
been resurfaced with crushed stone donated by Stewart & 
Donohue. Six lights have been placed along the path and 
the woods between the road and the race cleaned up. 

On the west side of the Van Buren bridge approach 
where filling has been going on, a sidewalk has been laid and 
the ground leveled off and put in grass. Filling is still go- 
ing on on the east side, but will be completed by spring. 

Work on the new Baltimore and Ohio Railroad bridge 
and approach has been going on during the year, and has 
kept l^at part of the Park in a torn up condition. 

The first plan of the railroad company called for an 
overhead crossing of Eighteenth Street at the Park bound- 
ary. This would have made a steep grade from Rodney 
Street to the railway, a fill of about 20 feet at the railroad, 
and a difficult approach on the west side. 

After considerable negotiation the plans were changed 
and an undergrade crossing adopted. This gives easy grades 
from Franklin Street to the railway, does away with the nn- 
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sightly embankment, and proyides a good connection with 
Snuff Mill lane and the roadway to be constructed across 
the old railroad bridge. It also makes a good start toward 
the driveway to Alapocas Woods. 

The railroad company agrees to pave Eighteenth Street 
from Franklin Street to a point about four hundred feet be^ 
yond the railway and from Eighteenth Street along the line 
of the old tracks to Snuff Mill lane. 

SOUTH BRAKDYWINE PARK. 

In the vicinity of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, as 
in North Brandywine Park, there has been much confusion 
owing to the work on the bridge. 

The old foot bridge was torn down early in the season 
and a steel suspension bridge constructed by the Railroad 
C!ompany. It is wider than the old bridge and of much more 
substantial character. 

From the south end of the bridge a foot path has been 
built along the hillside to where the Park Drive joins Lover- 
ing Avenue. In the spring a similar path will be constructed 
to a point on the drive near Scott Street. 

The railroad company has graded Lovering Avenue 
from Scott Street east to the Park Drive. From the end of 
the old railroad bridge a road can be constructed on an easy 
grade along the old right of way to Lovering Avenue. 

The change in line of the railroad has necessitated the 
tearing down of the storehouse and a. temporary frame 
building has been built on Wawaset Street. 

A cinder walk has been constructed along the north 
side of Lovering Avenue from Van Buren Street to beyond 
Rodney Street 

The plank floor of the foot bridge at the foot of Adams 
Street has been replaced by one of concrete. 

The wiring for the lights along the south path is in a 
very bad condition and should be renewed. 

The driveway from Market Street to Jackson Street has 
been coated with Tarvia. 
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BOCKFOBD. 

Curb has been set on both sides of Red Oak Boad from 
Delaware Avenue to Nineteenth Street, and a sidewalk con- 
structed along the east side. The parking spaces have been 
graded and put in grass. 

Between Delaware Avenue and Willard Street along 
Red Oak Road, the cinder foundation for a sidewalk has 
been placed. 

Repairs have been made to the Tarvia roads where nec- 
essary and a part of Red Oak Road has received a first coat. 

A narrow strip of land between Benson Street and 
Woodlawn Avenue has been deeded to Charles R. Miller. 
The amount received, $726, has been turned over to the Park 
Commission. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

Due to the extremely dry weather the preceding sum- 
mer, considerable replanting has been necessary. 

Drains have been placed near the ball ground. 

Part of the Park was used for a play ground during 
July and August. 

DELAMORE PARK. 

Drains have been laid in part of the Park in order to 
stop the guUjring from heavy rains. A sanitary drinking 
fountain has been placed at the intersection of the paths. 

During July and August part of the Park was used for 
a play ground. 

EDEN PARK. 

Early in the year the house acquired from the Lobddl 
Car Wheel Company was remodeled for two families. 

A fence has been erected along the north side of the 
Park. 

A baseball diamond and a football field have been laid 
out and much used. 

CHRISTIANA PARK. 

Early in the spring the earth which had been received 
during the winter was leveled off and the surface spread 
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with soil and seeded down. A cinder path was constructed 
from the steamboat wharf to Third Street and curb set from 
the bridge to the raihroad tracks on Bridge Street Along 
the wharf a heavy wire fence has been built. 

A baseball diamond and a football field have been laid 
out and have proved very popular. 

PINE STREET PLAYGROUND. 

Fixed wooden benches have been built along the diag- 
onal path taking the place of the movable benches. 

A bed of hardy shrubs and flowers has been planted in 
the middle of the plot. In the spring fresh soil was placed 
on the open part of the ground and an attempt to get it into 
grass without much success. 

ALAPOGAS WOODS. 

Surveys to fix boundaries were made in the spring and 
later for the purpose of making studies for the location of 
roads. 

LINCOLN PARK. 

Curb has been set along the Ninth Street side of the 
property. 

MADISON STREET TRIANGLE. 

After Concord Avenue was graded it left the street in 
so bad a condition that it seemed necessary to provide a 
sidewalk along that side of the triangle. Accordingly the 
walk was dug out and filled with cinders, but the snow has 
prevented the completion of the work. 

BOULEVARD TRIANGLE. 

One of the conditions under which this triangle was of- 
fered to the city was that it should be immediately im- 
proved. Accordingly a walk was laid on all sides and the 
lot graded and seeded down. 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION. 

The success which attended the operation of the Pine 
Street Playground during the year 1909, together with the 
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growing demand for such centers, led the CJommission to 
provide for supervised play at Delamore and Kirinvood 
Parks. 

Miss Weaver was engaged to act as supervisor and the 
success is largely due to her efforts. Her report is ap- 
pended. 

The interest aroused by these grounds would seem to 
warrant the opening of others wherever they can be se- 
cured. The tract recommended for purchase at Third and 
Conrad Streets and the ground adjoining the preliminary 
filter at Sixteenth, French and Walnut Streets, are well situ- 
ated for the purpose. 

Baseball diamonds for men and grown boys have been 
in use at Rockford, North Brandywine, Christiana and Eden 
Parks, and for small boys at Kirkwood and South Brandy- 
wine Parks. 

Early in the spring a schedule of games was prepared 
and permits issued for each game. Over 100 scheduled 
games were played and the grounds were in use much of the 
time for practice and unscheduled games. 

Football has been played at Rockford, Christiana and 
Eden Parks. 

SWIMMING POOLS. 

The swimming pools have been as popular as ever, 
Kirkwood as during the previous year, leading in attend- 
ance. 

The play-leaders at Delamore and Kirkwood Parks 
have made good use of the pools and several contests have 
been held. 
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The attendance has been as follows : 







Itai 


Women 








Pay 


Free 


Pay Free 


Totid 


Beodpts 


Brandywine. . 


.1696 


14934 


986 663 


18178 


$268.10 


Eirkwood 


,. 36 


80689 


4681 


36406 


8.60 


Delamore 


1 • 


17462 


1904 


19366 





1731 68076 986 7148 72989 $271.60 
Respectfully submitted, 

Edward R. Mack, 
Superintendent. 
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REPORT 

or THB 

SUPERVISOR OF PLAYGROUNDS. 



To the President and Members of the Wilmington Bowrd of 
Park Commissioneres 

GHeaniiEMEN: 

GENERAL interest in the widespread movement 
throughout the whole country for the extension and 
further development of public parks, no doubt, made 
the past season an auspicious one to emphasize play grounds 
as a part of the park system of the city. 

Previous to the opening (July 5th), considerable 
thought and time was given by the Superintendent of Parks 
to the equipment of the two new centers and in improving 
that of the Pine Street grounds. That no child was hurt 
throughout the whole season proves that the apparatus was 
most advantageously placed besides fulfilling every purpose 
of the regular high priced playground apparatus. The selec- 
tion of Delamore and Kirkwood Parks as the new centers 
was most wise in that each had an abundance of shade, a 
public bath house, and in neighborhoods thickly enough set- 
tled to make the daily attendance between tluree and four 
hundred children. 

The title of playground is often incorrectly applied and 
Inings about more or less public misunderstanding. An 
athletic field is not a playground in the truest sense of the 
word. A playground may contain an athletic field but its 
<^hief purpose is to famish activities best adapted to the 
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citizen in embryo. Because of its very purpose it is an edu- 
cational as well as a social movement. 

A playground is a particular piece of ground in charge 
of a play leader and incidentally equipped with swings, see- 
saws, etc 

Each ground was in charge of two teachers, a princi- 
pal and assistant, besides the regular park guard appointed. 

The principals were particularly trained for ttie work. 
Two were kindergartners, and the otiier a teacher of experi- 
ence and trained in gymnasium work. All had had experi- 
ence on playgrounds and it seems ahnost marvelous that 
they were secured within two weeks of the opening of the 
grounds. 

Many cities secure their play leaders for a coming sea- 
son months ahead, and if Wilmington is to maintain the 
high standard set by the qualifications of its first play- 
ground principals, a similar plan must be followed. The as- 
sistants were either graduates of the City Training School 
for Teachers, or kindergartners. The kindergartner makes 
the best playground leader because of her special training, 
so each ground was supplied with a kindergartner, wheOier 
she held the position of principal or assistant. 

The permanent equipment of each ground consisted of 
a sandbox, four swings, two see-saws, one giant stride, two 
horizontal bars, a set of jumping standards, quoits and bas- 
ketballs. 

In the parks the children gathered early in the morn- 
ing, but the actual work began at 9 A. M., and continued un- 
til 6.80 P. M. daily, except Saturday, when a half session 
was held. 

For eight weeks (July 6th to August 27th), one thou- 
sand children played daily in the three supervised park play- 
grounds. For eight weeks (September 6th to October 81st), 
the Pine Street ground was open for the children of the 
neighborhood from 8.16 P. M. until 6.80 P. M. 

The apparatus provided abundant opportunities for 
physical activities. There was a very general interest in 
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athletic games and sports on the part of a great number of 
boys ranging in age from ten to fifteen years. Delamore 
playground produced not only the best all around athletes, 
but also produced a neighborhood interest so that scheduled 
events brought out spectators — ^f athers, mothers, big broth- 
ers—often to the number of five hundred. 

During the season a swimming contest for the boys of 
all the grounds was held in the Brandsrwine bath house, a 
number of tramps and outings were taken by the girls as 
well as the boys. 

Several mothers' meetings were held and talks on 
health were given each week by a trained nurse. A play fes- 
tival in which five hundred (500) children took part was 
made possible through the courtesy of the Playground Asso- 
ciation and the City Traction Company thereby affording 
not only a good time for the children, but an opportunity for 
the public to see at least a part of the playground training. 

Each ground was supplied with a collection of books 
from the Wilmington Free Library and a weekly visiting at- 
tendant, who explained the boolra and created interest in 
visiting and making use of the library itself. 

Industrial work, that is, simple hand training was par- 
ticularly emphasized both morning and afternoon. "What 
are we going to make today ?'* was the usual morning greet- 
ing to the teacher, and the eagerness with which every one 
worked proved without a doubt that the child is not only a 
"doer** but most of all desires to be a "maker." The work 
was intensely practical. Chair caning was a feature of one 
ground. Raffia, cord and jute were woven into rugs, nets 
and hammocks. 

The provision made for this activity of the playgrounds 
was further supplemented by a gift from a private citizen 
who believes that industrial training interprets as well as 
develops character and should be emphasized more in the 
public schools. Near the close an exhibit was held in a 
downtown store window. 
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Pnblk opinion in favor of grounds for all childrai was 
materially strengthened by the fact that three grounds 
aroused a more general intarest^ than that heretof oire pro- 
dnoed by activity on the Pine street grounds alone. Aside 
from this, the remaining credit is given ^itirely and most 
heartily to the newspapers of the city. Playground news 
was given unlimited space and headlines to attract even ihe 
casual reader. With the personal interest and co-operation 
of the editors, the sporting editors^ the special correspond- 
ent with his camera, and indeed the whole staff of reporters, 
each paper exerted a wonderful influence in arousing public 
interest with the following results : 

First. The Labor Lyceum offered the use of a plot of 
ground and urged the opening of a playground at Conrad 
and Jackson Streets. 

Second. A private citizen equipped and maintained a 
playground on park grounds for the mothers and babies of 
Kentmere. 

Third. The people of the First Ward asked City Coun- 
cil for a playground. 

Fourth. The Board of Education made provision for a 
playground adjoining the High School. 

There is a pressing need of a ground for colored chil- 
dren as proven by the number who frequented Kirkwood 
Park. To play is every child's right and as a city provides 
opportunities for wholesome play there will be less need for 
hospitals and reformatories. Playgrounds promote health 
and happiness. Health is considered a municipal problem; 
that happiness is beginning to be so considered is but an- 
other move in the right direction, because health and happi- 
ness both determine the quality of citizenship. 
RespectftiUy submitted, 

Jennie M. Weaver, 
Supervisor Playgrounds. 
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HNANCIAL STATEMENT. 

FOB THB ]El4BVEN MONTHS ENDING DEG^IMBER 81, 1Q}0. 



BEGEIFTS. 

Balance Last Report : f 7,888.97 

Annual Appropriation $18,000.00 

Rentals ll083.50 

Mayor and Council — Sale of Land 725.00 

Swimming Pools • , . , , ?71.60 

Gilpin and Par]c Avenue Tree Fund . . . 122.4? 

Interest on Deposits 101.94 

Peoples Railway — Care of land along 

track . , , ,,.,...,,. 13.75 

Right of W«y 16.00 

Sale of Hay 7-50 

Sale of Wood ,..,,..,..,. 2,00 

Sale of 014 l^W&ber , . .50 

42Q,?44,28 

Total $27,mW 

IXPENDrrUBES^MAINTENANCE. 

Guards $ 7,402.97 

Maintenanee 8,188.91 

Lighting 868.30 

R^irs to Roads 1,082.79 

Zoo Account 26.50 

Replanting 86.91 

Tools . . .1 148.91 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 464.88 

Carried forward $12,693.67 
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Brought forward |12,693.67 

Swimming Pools 663.69 

Adams Street Foot Bridge 119.76 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Trees 122.43 

Bepairs to Buildings 384.87 

Peoples Railway Co 16.14 

Playgrounds 486.07 

General Expense 763.25 

Engineering and Superintendence 1,090.00 

Storehouse 189.77 

Office Expense , 38.60 

Total Maintenance $16,566.74 

EXPENDITUBES — ^IMPROVEMENT. 

Jessup's Road Path | 3,113.80 

Jessup's Road 442.83 

Grading 921.97 

Approach to Van Buren Bridge 169.40 

Drainage 109.53 

Minor Improvement 264.44 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue 193.47 

Red Oak Road Curb and Walk 347.58 

Playgrounds 262.36 

Planting 130.74 

Fencing 199.21 

Sidewalk 232.45 

Curbing 125.92 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . . 450.00 

Total Improvement I 6,953.70 

Total Expenditures $23,520.44 

Balance $ 4,162.75 

$27,683.19 
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SPECIAL FUND FOR FREE ZOO ASSOCIATION. 



Balance at Last Report f 588.81 

Annual Appropriation 1,000.00 

Interest 11.46 

Total $1,594.76 

Payments 922.24 

Balance f 672.52 

GILPIN AND PARK AVENUE TREE FUND. 



Balance at Last Report f 167.77 

Interest 6.68 

Total f 174.46 

Payments 122.48 



Balance f 52.02 

RENTS RECEIVED BY PARK COMMISSION. 

MONTHLY. 



2001 Rockford Road, 2-story brick. 
2008 Rockford Road, 2-story frame. 
1700 Wawaset Street, 2-stor7 brick. 
1707 Wawaset Street, 2-stor7 frame. 
1709 Wawaset Street, 2-stor7 frame. 
1621 Lovering Avenue, 2-stor7 brick. 
1608 ShaUcross Avenue, 2- story frame. 
1601 Adams Street, 2-story stone. 

1 Snuff Mill Lane, 2-story frame. 

2 Snuff Mill Lane, 2-story frame. 
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3 Snuff Mill Lane, l-story frame. 

1 Ede^ Park (apartment), S^atory brick- 

2 Eden Park (apartment), S-story brick. 
Total monthly rental, 1105.00. 

Arrears February 1, 1910 ( 303^00 

Bents charged Feb. 1 to Dec. 81, 1910 1,104.00 

fl,407.00 
Rente Received ].,083.60 

Arrears Dec. 31, 1910 ( 3^3.50 

ANNUAL. 

Peoples Railway for Right of Way | 6.00 

Delaware & Atlantic Telephone Ck)., Right of Way. . . 1.00 
Hartmann & Fehrenbach, Right of Way IQ.QO 
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REPORT OF AUDITING COMMITTEE. 



WkLMiNGTON, Del., January 20, 1911. 
To the President and Members of the Park Commission : 

Gentlemen : The undersigned to whom were referred 
the accounts of the Park Board for the eleven months end- 
ing December 81, for audit, beg to report that they have 
carefully examined the same and found them to be correct. 
Very Respectfully, 

Jebome B. Bell, 
ibeneb dupont, 
James Kane, 
Auditing Committee. 
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BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 

Date of Appointment. Term Expires. 

Samuel H. Baynard, October, 1900. Dec. 31, 1916 

Edgar L. Haynes, June, 1911. " " 1916 

William P. Bancroft, March, 1883. " " 1915 

IRENEE DUPONT, December, 1909. " " 1915 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr., January, 1895. " " 1914 

Jerome B. Bell, October, 1907. " " 1914 

Dennis J. Menton, September, 1886. " " 1913 

Samuel Bancroft, Jr., November, 1895. " " 1913 

Horace W. Cause, October, 1904. " " 1912 

William C. Mendinhall, January, 1908. " " 1912 

MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO. 

Harrison W, Howell, Mayor. 

Samuel H. Benson, President of Council. 

Weller E. Stover, Chairman of Finance Committee of City 
Council. 

Alexander J. Taylor, Chief Engineer of Surveying De- 
partment. 

OFFICERS. 
William P. Bancroft, President. 
William Bush, Treasurer. 
Edward R. Mack, Engineer and Superintendent. 
Jennie M. Weaver, Playground Supervisor. 

EXECUTIVE committee. FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Samuel H. Baynard, Irenee duPont, 

Horace W. Cause, Jerome B. Bell, 

Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. Weller E. Stover. 

park extension committee. 
Jerome B. Bell, 
William C. Mendinhall, 
Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. 
The President is ex-offido a member of all committees. 



PARK GUARDS. 



Charles H. Welde, Captain. 
Main Park System. 

Hamilton Stewart, 
John Wiley, 
James Eluott, 
Fred. Ritzman, 
Frank Guinby. 

Kirkwood Park. 

John Evans. 

Delamore Park. 

Joseph Bickta. 

Eden Park. 

Davis Patterson. 

Christiana Park. 

John C. Kersey. 
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PUBLIC GROUNDS. 

UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PARK COMMISSION. 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM. 

AcrcR. 

North Brandywine Park 102.01 

South Brandywine Park 76.93 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockford Grove 14.68 

Rockford Park 88.96 

Alapocas Woods 123.04 

405.62 

SMALL PARKS AND OPEN SPACES. 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts . . . 5.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts 6.33 

Eden Park, New Castle Ave. and F St 13.43 

Christiana Park, Fourth and Church Sts 2.79 

Thirtieth Street Park, Thirtieth and Broome 

Sts 3.44 

Lincoln Park, Tenth and Lincoln Sts 4.34 

Woodlawn Park, Fourth and Ferris Sts 3.71 

Sixth Street Park, Sixth and Ford Ave 4.47 

Stapler Park, Sixteenth and Union Sts 2.87 

Clayton Park, Second and duPont Sts 3.01 

Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts. . .39 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 

Tatnall Sts 58 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 28 

Concord Tower Triangle 15 

Triangle at Twenty-third and Madison Sts 11 

Triangle at Boulevard and Harrison St 15 

Triangle at Boulevard and Broome St 10 

Canby Place 10 

51.92 

457.54 



SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES. 

NOT UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PARK COMMISSION. 

457.54 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Sts 7.50 

Rodney Park, Ninth and Rodney Sts 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Franklin Sts 2.89 

Garfield Place, Delaware Ave. and Washington 

St 12 

Kennett Place, Pennsylvania Ave. and Franklin 

St 12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Sts 17 

Soldiers' Monument, Delaware Ave. and 

Broome St 09 

Grant Ave. Play Lots, Grant Ave., 4th to 7th. . 2.03 

14.68 

Total Area of Parks 472.12 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S • REPORT 



Board of Park Commissioners: 
Gentlemen — 

1BEG to submit the following statement of work done by 
this department, together with a statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures, for the year ending December 
31, 1911. 

FINANCES. 

The funds available for use of the Commission have 
been an unexpended balance from last year of $4,162.75, 
the annual appropriation of $20,000, the usual receipts from 
rentals, swimming pools, etc., of $2,088.96, and $20,354.10 
from the city for improvements. Part of this improvement 
money was used to reimburse the Park Commission for im- 
provements made during the latter part of 1910, from cur- 
rent funds. 

The expenditures have been, for maintenance $19,- 
266,87, for improvement $14,669.01, leaving a balance of 
$12,669.93. 

The Legislature authorized a bond issue of $250,000 for 
the purchase and improvement of park lands within the city. 
Of this $100,000 has been issued, of which $20,000 has been 
turned over to the Park Commission for improvements and 
the remainder, except a balance of $10,751.96, has been ex- 
pended by City Council in the purchase of park land. 

ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

In the last report mention was made of several tracts 
which had been recommended to City Council for purchase. 
Of these the following have been secured : 
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1. The block bounded by Second, Third, duPont and 
Clayton Streets, containing: 3.01 acres, including Ruth 
Street, of which 1.3 acres was purchased from Cyrus Cham- 
bers, Jr., for $9,146.62, .65 acres from the estate of Philip 
Plunkett for $5,320, .33 acres from Frederic Pyle for 
$1,630, .21 acres from George 6. Baker for $1,250, and .11 
acres from George Lodge for $1,125. 

2. The land along the south side of Beech Street be- 
tween Broome and Connell Streets, to a depth of 150 feet, 
and the bed of Beech Street between Broome and Connell 
Streets, containing .99 acres, of which .13 acres was pur- 
chased from John Bancroft for $1,000, .61 acres from Wil- 
liam P. Bancroft for $2,487.86, .25 acres from the Security 
Trust and Safe Deposit Company for a nominal sum. 

3. A strip 100 feet wide along the east side of Grant 
Avenue from Third to Fourth Streets, for an extension of 
the Grant Avenue play lots, containing .43 acres of which 
.36 acres was purchased from J. Ernest Smith for $3,869.79, 
and .07 acres from William N. Boyd for $1,000. A contri- 
bution of $1,000 toward the purchase of these lots was re- 
ceived from Mr. William P. Bancroft. 

No action has been taken on the following tracts : 

1. Portions of the two blocks between Second and 
Third Streets, Adams and Jackson Streets, and perhaps a 
lot sixty-eight by eighty-one feet at the southeasterly comer 
of Third and Adams Streets. 

2. The land bounded by Thirty-first, Harrison and 
Thirty-second Streets and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
adjoining Thirtieth Street Park. 

NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

The approaches to Van Buren Bridge which had been 
left unimproved until the fill between the railroad and the 
bridge had settled were completed by lasring sidewalk and 
curb on the east side and paving the roadway. At the '^ 
tion of Van Buren Road with Jessup's Road a drde has b 
placed which will have a lamp standard. The paving on 
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roadway has been carried a short distance along Jessup's 
Road and Van Buren Road north of the railroad. 

During the winter ashes from the city were dumped in 
the low ground east of Van Buren Road bringing it up to a 
suitable grade. During the spring and summer earth from 
building operations was placed over the ashes and the whole 
covered with soil. The slopes near the bridge have been 
put in grass. 

The undergrowth has been cleared out of the grove 
near the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and seats, tables and 
swings placed there, making an attractive picnic grounds. 

A good spring has been cleaned out and piped to a suit- 
able location. 

In the opening near the picnic woods a shelter pavilion 
28 feet by 42 feet with concrete floor and posts and a shingle 
roof, has been constructed. 

A concrete walk has been constructed from near Eigh- 
teenth and Monroe Streets to the pump, connecting with the 
path to the north end of Washington Street Bridge. 

SOUTH BRANDYWINE PARK. 

A concrete sidewalk has been constructed along Gilpin 
Avenue from Rowan Street to near duPont Street and the 
adjoining ground filled in and graded. 

Lovering Avenue near Clayton Street has been widened 
by earth from streets and building operations. A footpath 
has been built from the foot bridge to a point near Scott 
Street and two new lights installed. 

The spring on the South Drive above Van Buren Street 
has been fitted with a sanitary fountain and part of the flow 
diverted to a rustic stone fountain on the footpath near the 
race. 

Through the generosity of Mr. Benjamin F. Shaw, a 
sanitary drinking fountain has been built at '*01d Soldiers' 
Park." 

The wooden flocHrs on the iron foot bridges over the 
south race have been replaoed by reinforced concrete. 
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The comfort houses at Rattlesnake Run, at Jefferson 
Street and at Market Street should be rebuilt and fitted with 
modem fixtures. 

ROCKFORD PARK. 

A concrete sidewalk has been constructed along Red 
Oak Road from Delaware Avenue to near Greenhill Avenue. 

The tar paths in Rockford Grove have been repaired 
and the gravel path from Riverview Avenue to Rockford 
Road has been resurfaced. 

STAPLER PARK. 

Concrete curb and sidewalk has been laid along Union 
Street and the low ground drained and filled with earth from 
street and building operations. 

Trees have been planted along Union Street and shrub- 
bery along the north property line. 

CLAYTON PARK. 

This park comprises the land bounded by Second, Clay- 
ton, Third and duPont Streets, which was purchased during 
the past season. 

For the most part the ground is fairly level, but in the 
northeast corner is an old clay pit. It is planned to lay out 
a ball field, a tennis court and a playground on the level part 
and make a skating and wading pond of the clay pit. 

Curb and sidewalk has been placed on the duPont, Sec- 
ond and Clayton Street sides of the square. Along Third 
Street only a cinder walk was placed owing to the new fill. 

The ball field has been graded, spread with soil and 
seeded down. 

The space for the tennis court and playground has been 
graded. The bottom of the skating pond has been filled in 
and a drain and controlling valve installed. 

Trees have been planted in the parking spaces betw< 
the sidewalk and curb, but none inside. 
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DELAMORE PARK. 

Concrete sidewalk has been laid along Franklin Street 
as far as Beech Street, and excavation and filling with cin- 
ders completed for a continuation of the diagonal path from 
Oak and Franklin Streets to Broome and Beech Streets. 

The Board of Park Commissioners of Chester, Pa., do- 
nated a deer which was placed in a small yard in the central 
part of the park. 

The recently acquired tract between Broome and Con- 
nell Streets has been graded and put in grass and trees and 
shrubbery have been planted. 

EDEN PARK. 

About half of the ground lately acquired has been 
plowed, graded, fertilized and put in grass, and trees have 
been planted around the whole playfield. 

KIRKWOOD PARK. 

No improvement work has been done at Kirkwood 
Park during the past year. 

The brick sidewalk along Eleventh Street should be re- 
placed by one of concrete. 

CHRISTIANA PARK. 

Through the generosity of the Wilson Line a drinking 
fountain has been built near the wharf. 

CONCORD TOWER LOT. 

The lot formerly occupied by the Concord Avenue water 
tower has been graded and put in grass. A short path has 
been made across the east end of the lot and a drinking foun- 
tain placed at the intersection of Twenty-third Street, Jef- 
ferson Street and Concord Avenue. 

Trees and shrubbery have been planted. 

TWENTY-THIRD STREET TRIANGLE. 

This lot has been graded, curbed and sidewalk has been 
set, and trees planted. 
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PLAYGROUNDS. 

The successful operation of playgrounds at the Dela- 
more, Kirkwood and Pine Street grounds during 1910 led 
the Commmission to start similar centers on ground owned 
by the Water Department at Sixteenth and Walnut Streets, 
and at Conrad and Jackson Streets on land owned by the 
Labor Lyceum Association. 

Both of these grounds have been well attended, in spite 
of the bare and unattractive surroundings. 

The Park Commission has lent to the Wilmington Play- 
ground Association the apparatus for use at playgrounds at 
No. 11 School, Rowland and Scott Streets, and at No. 4 
School, Second and Jefferson Streets. Miss Weaver has 
acted as Supervisor for these as well as the five city gounds. 
Her report is appended. 

As heretofore baseball has been played at Rockford, 
North Brandywine, Christiana, Kirkwood and Eden Parks, 
with a diamond for small boys in South Brandywine Park. 

Grounds have been prepared for baseball at Clasrton 
and Delamore Parks, making in all seven full size fields and 
two for smaller boys. 

Football has been played at Rockford, North Brandy- 
wine, Christiana and Eden Parks. 

SURVEYS AND PLANS. 

During the year the Superintendent's Office has made 
surveys and plans for the various improvements made and 
considered. 

Included in this work are the following: 

Surveys and plans for a large park at the southwest of 
the city. (Topography by Park, properties by F. A. Price.) 

Surveys, plans and estimates for a boulevard to Alapo- 
cas Woods. 

Surveys and plans of land bounded by Broome. ^^'*«* 
nut, Clayton and Linden Streets. 

Survey and plan of Clayton Park. 

Plans for pavilion in North Brandywine Pari.. 

Property plans of seven city squares. 
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Property plans in connection with the proposed duPont 
Boulevard. 

SWIMMING POOLS. 

The attendance at the swimming pools has been as fol- 
lows: 

Men Women 

Pay Free Pay Free Total Receipts 

Brandywine...l736 14538 1212 801 18287 $294.80 

Kirkwood 20 32667 4170 36857 2.00 

Delamore 19017 1870 20987 



1756 66222 1212 6941 76111 $296.80 

A comparison with the previous year shows gain in at- 
tendance of 3172 and in receipts of $25.20. The expense of 
maintenance has been $787.39, the receipts $296.80, show- 
ing a deficit of $480.59. The net cost per bather has been 
.65 of one cent. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward R. Mack, 
Superintendent 



REPORT OF THE SUPERVISOR OF PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen — 

During the playground season of 1911, there were, in 
our city, seven public playgrounds equipped and super- 
vised in like manner. Four were new centers — ^two having 
been established by your honorable Board and two, by the 
Playground Association. In addition, on park ground, a 
playground for the mothers and babies of Kentmere was 
maintained by a private citizen. 

2,747 children were enrolled, the average attendance 
per day being about 1,145. Delamore Park led in the record 
for good attendance — an average of 361 children at each 
morning and afternoon session ; the greatest number in at- 
tendance at any one time was 900. At Kirkwood Park an 
average of 250 were in attendance at each morning and 
afternoon session; Conrad Street, 210; Sixteenth and Wal- 
nut Streets, 88; Pine Street, 50; Scott Street, 60; Jefferson 
Street, 126. 

The record of Delamore and Kirkwood is but proof 
that the public bath house and the playground should be 
located together, and it is strongly recommended for con- 
sideration that a wading pool or portable shower baths be 
considered a part of the equipment of the smaller play- 
grounds. 

The general plan of activities for the several grounds 
was as heretofore; a branch of the Institute Free T^ihr.«*-' 
was established on each ground, stated meetings w 
for parents, some form of manual training was taught '^ 
day and various athletic contests were held. Fifty-< 
baseball games were scheduled and played during tb^ 
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son. Unfortunately almost all these games had to be 
played at some distance (often eleven city blocks) from the 
playground, because only two of the seven grounds as yet 
afford an opportunity to play ball. There was a very 
marked increase of interest among the girls in active and 
wholesome recreative games. There were two swimming 
contests held — one for girls and one for boys. 

I cannot commend too highy the splendid service of 
the play leaders in charge and, in every instance, the inter- 
est and helpfulness of the park guards. 

Jennie M. Weaver, 
Supervisor. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1911. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance at last report $ 4,162.75 

Annual Appropriation for Improve- 
ment, Management and Care $20,000.00 

Appropriation for Improvement 20,354.10 

Rentals 1,362.30 

Swimming Pools 296.80 

Interest on Deposits 167.80 

Wm. P. Bancroft, moving hedge along 

Red Oak Road 109.36 

Mayor and Council, rent of land 30.00 

Barrett Mfg. Co., returned barrels .... 23.04 

Wilson Line, drinking fountain at 

Christiana Park 21.53 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Tree Fund. . . 17.60 

Right of way, etc 16.00 

Peoples Railway Co., grass cutting, etc. 15.14 

Benj. F. Shaw Co., drinking fountain 

at Fifteenth and Market 15.14 

New Castle County Insurance Co., re- 
turned premium 6.50 

Sale of wood 6.75 

Sale of fence 1.00 

$42,44 

Total $46,60 
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EXPENDITURES — MAINTENANCE. 

Guards $ 8,392.55 

Maintenance 2,105.85 

Grass cutting 1,295.73 

Engineering and Superintendence 1,192.00 

Playgrounds 1,184.62 

Lighting 1,034.19 

Repairs to Roads 969.89 

Swimming Pools 787.39 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 725.82 

General Expense 570.97 

Tools 241.77 

Office Expense 222.66 

Repairs to Buildings and Structures. . 186.64 

Footpaths , 120.79 

Rented Property . 94.25 

Moving Hedge along Red Oak Road. . 88.90 

Gilpin and Park Avenue Trees. ..!... 17.60 

Zoo Account 17.40 

Replanting 8.81 

Jessup's Road 7.00 

Fencing 2.04 

Total Maintenance $19,266.87 

EXPENDITURES FOR IMPROVEMENT. 

Curb and Sidewalk $ 4,094.20 

Grading 2,933.19 

Approach to Van Buren Bridge 2,543.68 

Engineering and Superintendence 953.00 

Pavilion, North Brandywine Park 916.97 

Minor Improvement 873.56 

Playgrounds 732.64 

Planting 643.40 

Drainage 197.88 

Carried forward $13,888.52 
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Brought forward $13,888.52 

Lighting 185.22 

Footpaths 150.72 

Wading Pool, Clayton Park 118.14 

B. & 0. R. R. Co., Planting, etc 73.19 

Improvement to Lovering Avenue .... 60.08 

Drinking Fountain 35.21 

Fencing 35.00 

Picnic Grounds 30.67 

Tools 27.19 

Wilson Fountain 20.78 

Lovering Avenue Wall 19.18 

Shaw Fountain 15.14 

Comfort House 9.97 



Total Improvement $14,669.01 



Total Expenditures $33,935.88 

Balance 12,669.93 



$46,605.81 

For Details of Expenditure see tabulated statement, 
opposite page 22. 
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SPECIAL FUND FOR FREE ZOO ASSOCIATION. 

Balance at Last Report $ 672.62 

Annual Appropriation 1,000.00 

Interest 5.01 

Total $1,677.53 

Payments 999.96 

Balance $ 677.57 

GILPIN AND PARK AVENUE TREE FUND. 

Balance at Last Report $ 52.02 

Interest 1.78 

Total $ 53.80 

Payments 17.60 

Balance $ 36.20 
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RENTED PROPERTY. 

MONTHLY. 

Sixteenth and Union Streets, 2-story frame. 

2001 Rockford Road, 2-story brick. 

2003 Rockford Road, 2-story frame. 

1709 Wawaset Street, 2-story frame. 

1707 Wawaset Street, 2-story frame. 

1700 Wawaset Street, 2-story brick. 

1621 Lovering Avenue, 2-story brick. 

1608 Shallcross Avenue, 2-story frame. 

1601 Adams Street, 2-story stone. 

No. 1 SnufF Mill Lane, 2-story frame. 

No. 2 SnufF Mill Lane, 2-story frame. 

No. 3 SnufF Mill Lane, 1-story frame. 

No. 1 Eden Park (apartment) , 3-story brick. 

No. 2 Eden Park (apartment) , 2-story brick. 

Springhouse No. 1. 

Springhouse No. 2. 

Arrears January 1, 1911 $ 323.50 

Charged off by order of Board 118.00 

$ 205.50 
Rents charged Jan. 1, to Dec. 31, 1911. 1,365.00 

$1,570.50 
Rents Received 1,324.80 

Arrears December 31, 1911 $ 245.70 

ANNUAL. 

Hartmann & Fehrenbach, right of way $10.00 

Peoples Railway Co., right of way 5.00 

Delaware & Atlantic Telephone Co., right of way. . . 1.00 
Griffith Farm 30.00 
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January 29, 1912. 

Mr. WiUiam P. Bancroft, President, Board of Park Com- 
misaioners, WUmington, Delaware: 

Dear Sir — ^Thid is to certify that we have examined the 
books of the Park Board, covering receipts and expendi- 
tures during the year 1911, and find them to be correct. 

Respectfully, 

IRENEE DUPONT, 

Jerome B. Bell, 
Weller E. Stover, 

Finance Committee. 
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CONDENSED PARK RULES. 



Don't damage trees, plants or structures. 
Don't light fires in the parks. 
Don't hurt or annoy birds or animals. 
Ride only on roads at moderate speed. 
Pedestrians have rights on roads. 
Dogs must be kept in leash. 
Signs and advertisements prohibited. 
Firearms not permitted in parks. 
Disorderly conduct prohibited. 
Card-playing and gambling prohibited. 
Requests of Park Guards must be heeded. 
Penalty Ten Dollars. 
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BOARD OF PARK COMISSIONERS 





Date of Appointment Term 


Bxpires 


William G. Mendinhall 


January 


1908 Dec. 31, 1917 


Henry M. Canby 


January 


1913 " ' 


' 1917 


Samuel H. Baynard 


October 


1900 " ' 


' 1916 


Edgar L. Haynes 


June 


1911 " ' 


' 1916 


William P. Bancroft 


March 


1883 " ' 


' 1915 


IRENEE DUPONT 


December 


1909 " ' 


' 1915 


Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. 


January 


1895 " ' 


' 1914 


Jerome B. Bell 


October 


1907 " ' 


' 1914 


Dennis J. Menton 


September 


1886 " ' 


' 1913 


Samuel Bancroft, Jr. 


November 


1895 " ' 


' 1913 



MEMBERS EX-OFFICIO 

Harrison W. Howell, Mayor 

Samuel H. Benson, President of Council 

Weller E. Stover, Chairman of Finance Committee of City 
Council 

Alexander J. Taylor, Chief Engineer of Surveying De- 
partment 

OFFICERS 

William P. Bancroft, President 

William Bush, Treasurer 

Edward R. Mack, Engineer and Superintendent 

Jennie M. Weaver, Playground Supervisor 



executive committee 
Samuel H. Baynard 
Joseph L. Carpenter, Jr. 
Henry M. Canby 



finance committee 
Irenee duPont 
Jerome B. Bell 
Weller E. Stover 



park extension 
Jerome B. Bell 
Wm. G. Mendinhall 
Edgar L. Haynes 



PARK GUARDS 



Charles H. Welde, Captain 

Main Park System 

Hamilton Stewart 
John Wiley 
James Elliott 
Fred. Ritzman 
Frank Guiney 

Kirkwood Park 

John Evans 

Delamore Park 

Joseph Bickta 

Eden Park 

Davis Patterson 

Christiana Park 

John C. Kersey 

Alapocas Woods 

William H. Lewis 

Clajrton Park 

Robert McCullough 



PUBLIC GROUNDS 

UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PARK COMMISSION 



MAIN PARK SYSTEM 



Acres 



North Brandywine Park 102.01 

South Brandywine Park 76.93 

Kentmere Parkway and Rockf ord Grove 14.68 

Rockf ord Park 88.96 

Alapocas Woods 123.04 

405.62 

SMALL PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 

Kirkwood Park, Eleventh and Kirkwood Sts. . . 5.67 

Delamore Park, Broome and Maple Sts . » 6.33 

Eden Park, New Castle Ave. and F St. .' 13.43 

Christiana Park, Fourth and Church Sts 2.79 

Thirtieth Street Park, Thirtieth and Broome 

Sts 3.44 

Lincoln Park, Tenth and Lincoln Sts •/: 4.34 

Woodlawn Park, Fourth and Ferris Sts 3.71 

Sixth Street Park, Sixth and Ford Ave 4.47 

Stapler Park, Sixteenth and Union Sts 2.87 

Clayton Park, Second and duPont Sts 3.01 

Pine Street Playground, Fourth and Pine Sts . . .44 
Tatnall Street Playground, Twenty-fourth and 

Tatnall Sts 58 

Maryland Avenue Triangle 28 

Concord Tower Triangle 15 

Triangle at Twenty-third and Madison Sts 11 

Triangle at Boulevard and Harrison St 15 

Triangle at Boulevard and Broome St 10 

Canby Place 10 

51.97 

457.59 



SMALL PARKS AND OPEN PLACES 

NOT UNDER THE CONTROL OP THE PARK COMMISSION 

457.59 

Cool Spring Park, Tenth and Jackson Sts 7.50 

Rodney Park, Ninth and Rodney Sts 1.66 

Franklin Park, Eighth and Franklin Sts 2.89 

Garfield Place, Delaware Ave. and Washington 

St 12 

Kennett Place, Pennsylvania Ave. and Franklin 

St 12 

Shipley Place, Twelfth and Market Sts 17 

Soldiers' Monument, Delaware Ave. and 

Broome St 09 

Grant Ave. Play Lots, Grant Ave., 4th to 7th. . 2.03 

14.58 

Total Area of Parks 472.17 

SUMMARY OF AREAS 

Acres 

Main Park System, Improved 266.58 

Main Park System, Woodland 139.04 

405.62 

9 Small Parks or Squares, Improved 45.31 

5 Small Parks or Squares, Unimproved 18.83 

12 Triangles, Intersections and Small Plots 2.41 

472.17 

DATA 

Population 1910 87,411 

Estimated Population 1913 91,000 

Park Area 472.17 Acres 

Area of City 6,515 Acres 

1 Acre of Park to 13.8 Acres of City 
1 Acre of Park to 193 Inhabitants 

Supervised Playgrounds 5 

Baseball Fields 11 

Football Fields 6 

Tennis Courts 1 

Swimming Pools 3 




Firtceath and Market Streets 



SUPERINTENDENT'S • REPORT 



Board of Park Commissioners : 
Gentlemen — 

1BEG to submit the following statement of work done by 
this department, together with a statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenditures for the year ending December 
31, 1912. 

FINANCES ■ 

The funds available for the use of the* Commission have 
been an unexpended balance of $12,669.93, the xiurrent ap- 
propriation for "improvement, management and care" of 
$18,000, the usual receipts from rentals, swimming pools, 
refunds, etc., amounting to $2,612.58; in addition, $6,000 
has been appropriated by the city from the sale of bonds, for 
improvements. 

A careful division of receipts and expenditures into 
maintenance and improvements has been kept and reported 
monthly during the year. 

The account for the whole year is as follows : 

Maint. Impr. Total. 

Balance Jan. 1, 1912 $12,681.16 Deficit $ 11.23 $12,669.93 

Receipts 19,842.62 6,769.96 26,612.58 

$32,523.78 $6,758.73 $39,282.51 

Expenditures 24,815.64 7,747.84 32,563.48 

Balance $ 7,708.14 Deficit $ 989.11 $ 6,719.03 

SPECIAL ACCOUNT FOR THE PURCHASE AND IMPROVEMENT OF 

LAND 

From the bond issue of $250,000 authorized by the Leg- 
islature of 1911, $100,000 was issued in that year. At the 
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beginning of 1912 there remained in the hands of City Coun- 
cil $10,751.96. Of this fund $6,000 has been turned over to 
the Park Commission for improvements, $11 has been ex- 
pended for acquisition expenses and there remains a balance 
of $4,916.69, including interest. 

ACQUISITION OP LAND 

The following tracts have been acquired during the 
year: 

1. A lot with a brick building adjoining the Pine Street 
Playground containing .05 acres, from the Ainsworth Estate 
at a cost of $2,550. 

2. Through the efforts of Mr. William P. Bancroft a 
tract of woodland containing 2.28 acres, adjoining Thirtieth 
Street Park has been placed in trust to be used as the Park 
Commission may direct. 

During the year the purchase of the following tracts has 
been recommended, but no action has been taken : 

1. About 1.36 acres in the square bounded by Second, 
Third, West and Washington Streets. The heirs of Thomas 
Walter, who own a large property in the square, have of- 
fered to donate their holdings provided the city obtains the 
other lots. The estimated cost of this land is $40,000. 

2. All of the land bounded by Broome, Chestnut, Frank- 
lin and Linden Streets, except a few houses at the southeast 
corner, containing 4.56 acres. This is large enough for a 
one-fifth mile track, baseball and football fields and tennis 
courts. It can be purchased for about $25,000. 

No action has been taken on the square bounded by Sec- 
ond, Third, Adams and Jackson Streets, recommended sev- 
eral years ago. 

WORK BY PARKS 

With the limited funds at the command of the Commis- 
sion, no work of magnitude could be completed, and the work 
of maintenance could be done but indifferently well. In the 
line of improvement the work has been chiefly that of con- 
tinuing work already begun, and grading, whenever earth 
from building operations could be obtained free of cost. 
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NORTH BRANDYWINE PARK 

While the water was out of the north long race, the op- 
portunity was taken to build a substantial retaining wall 
along the north bank near the Third dam, thereby securing 
the bank and roadway at that point from further danger 
from floods. 

The grading of Eighteenth Street from Van Buren to 
Franklin Street left the park ground at that point about 
twelve feet above the level of the street and shut oflf the 
view for nearly two blocks. Mr. Samuel Baynard has of- 
fered to be to the expense of grading the top of the hill to a 
suitable level. This work involves the removal of about 
25,000 yards of earth. The work is now going on, the ex- 
cavated material being deposited in the low ground west of 
Franklin Street. By this operation the hill top west of Van 
Buren Street can be made an ideal athletic field, a suitable 
entrance can be made at Franklin Street, and the contour of 
the ground west of Franklin Street very much improved. To 
start this work it was necessary to extend the Franklin 
Street sewer about 125 feet, and as no funds were available 
from the Street and Sewer Department or from the Park 
Commission at that time, Mr. Baynard offered to bear the 
expense, the work being done by the park forces. The City 
Council has since signified its intention to appropriate funds 
to extend the sewer as far as the Park Drive. To this work 
Mr. Baynard has given his personal supervision. 

The roadway of Van Buren bridge has been given a 
bituminous wearing surface. 

Surveys have been made for a roadway from the north 
end of the old Baltimore and Ohio Bridge to the Concord 
Pike west of the railroad. 

SOUTH BRANDYWINE PARK 

The old Baltimore and Ohio Bridge, which has remained 
unused since its acquisition about two years ago, has been 
taken over by the county and plans for an approach to Lover- 
ing Avenue have been made. City Council has given assur- 
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ance that funds will be appropriated for constructing the ap- 
proaches. 

The change in line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
left the Park Engineer's Office partly on the railroad right of 
way, and as the building was in an unsafe condition, a house 
on Wawasett Street, deeded to the city by the railroad com- 
pany for the purpose, has been remodeled and fitted up for 
an office. A sewer has been laid and considerable grading 
has been done on Wawasett Street to make a passable road- 
way to the office and storehouse. 

A heavy flood undermined the retaining wall at the cul- 
vert over Crooked Run at Riddle's Road, necessitating its re- 
building. 

A large quantity of earth being available, the ground 
east of Clayton Street along Gilpin Avenue, has been filled in 
and the path along Rattlesnake Run relocated and surfaced 
with cinders. Inlets have been placed to prevent further 
washing. 

Concrete paths have been constructed leading to the 
Suspension Bridge. 

ROCKPORD PARK 

Red Oak Road from Greenhill to Delaware Avenue has 
been paved with asphalt macadam at a cost of $1.16 per 
square yard, the work being done by Stewart & Donohue. 

The banks along Nineteenth Street, west of Mt. Salem 
Church, have been sodded. 

Complaints have been received that the Tarvia road- 
ways become slippery for horses in cold weather. To rem- 
edy this defect but at the same time protect the road surface 
against ravelling by automobile traffic, Bermudez road as- 
phalt has been applied to a section of the drive near the 
Tower, with apparently good results. 

Two back stops for baseball have been erected near the 
Tower. 

ALAPOCAS WOODS 

A guard, who lives nearby, has been employed to protect 
the woods from fire and to prevent gunning. At such times 
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as he is not thus employed he has been engaged in cleaning 
out dead trees and in constructing paths. 

KIRKWOOD PARK 

A concrete sidewalk has been laid along the Eleventh 
Street side of the park. 

DELAMORE PARK 

A concrete path has been laid from Broome Street op- 
posite Beech Street, connecting with the older paths. 

The ground along Broome Street acquired last year has 
been very much used as a baseball ground for boys in con- 
nection with the playground. 

EDEN PARK 

Two baseball diamonds have been laid out and one back 
stop erected. A large amount of tree trimming and removal 
has been done. 

CHRISTIANA PARK 

A section of the wharf adjoining the steamboat landing 
has been rebuilt by the Wilson Line. 

CLAYTON PARK 

A tennis court with wire back and side nets was con- 
structed early in the season, and has proven very popular; 
in fact, it has been unable to accommodate all those desiring 
to play. Its popularity would seem to warrant the opening 
of courts in other parts of the city. 

A baseball diamond has been laid out and back stops 
erected. 

Ruth Street, which passed through the park, has been 
vacated. 

Curb has been laid along the Third Street side and the 
terrace graded and sodded. 

The popularity of baseball has led to abandoning the 
plan for a wading and skating pond in the northeast corner 
of the park and the old clay pit has been partly filled with 
earth from building operations. The ground will be graded 
to a level that can be flooded for skating. 
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A football field has been laid out and goal posts erected. 
The coming season the work of planting and soiling 
should be completed. 

SIXTEENTH AND WALNUT STREETS 

For the past two seasons a playground for colored chil- 
dren has been maintained by the courtesy of the Water De- 
partment on their ground north of Sixteenth Street, adjoin- 
ing the preliminary filter. 

An agreement has been entered into by the Water De- 
partment and the Peoples Railway, whereby the Department 
obtains the use of the land on the south side of Sixteenth 
Street adjoining its stable. The railway company agrees to 
move its tracks to the bed of Sixteenth Street, giving the 
Water Department the ground south of the street for a stock 
yard. The ground north of the street will then be turned 
over to the Park Commission. 

The Park Commission is to bear the expense of moving 
the railway tracks and the stock yard, about $1,500. In case 
the railway company should require the use of its land, 
they are to reimburse the Park Commission for its expendi- 
tures. 

The tract thus acquired contains 1.61 acres along Bran- 
dywine Creek, and is suitable for playground purposes, with 
a good site for a swimming pool, preliminary plans for which 
have been prepared. 

PLAYGROUNDS 

As during 1911, supervised playgrounds have been oper- 
ated at Delamore, Kirkwood, Pine Street, Conrad Street and 
Sixteenth and Walnut streets. The Commission has lent and 
set up apparatus at No. 11 School, Rowland and Scott 
Streets, and at No. 3 School, Jefferson between Second and 
Third Streets, where the Playground Association has pro- 
vided leaders. 

The work in the playground this year has demonstrated 
the advisability of having at each ground both a man and a 
woman leader. 
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The report of the Supervisor, Miss Jennie M. Weaver, is 
appended. 

RECREATION 

Considerable attention has been given to increasing the 
facilities for recreation aside from playgrounds. A full sized 
baseball diamond has been laid out at Eden Park and one for 
small boys in North Brandywine Park, making eleven dia- 
monds in all. Football has been played at Rockford, North 
Brandywine, Kirkwood, Christiana, Eden and Clajrton 
Parks. Schedules have been made out in advance and per- 
mits issued to teams of the various leagues. 

A playground baseball league was organized and suc- 
cessfully completed the season, the pennant being won by 
Delamore playground. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

The swimming pools were opened on June 1, and closed 
on September 12, instead of September 30, as heretofore, an 
examination of the attendance of previous years showing a 
very small attendance during the latter part of September. 

The attendance at the swimming pools has been as fol- 
lows: 

Men Women 

Pay Free Pay Free Total Receipts 

Brandywine... 1611 11176 1296 2003 16086 $290.70 

Kirkwood 22347 5535 27882 .80 

Delamore 16529 2505 19034 



1611 50052 1296 10043 63002 $291.50 

A comparison with last year shows a loss in attendance 
of 13,109, and in receipts of $5.30. The expense of mainte- 
nance has been $644.28, the receipts $291.50, showing a 
deficit of $352.78. The net cost per bather has been .56 of 
one cent. Experiments have been made with the use of hy- 
pochloride of soda as a disinfectant for use in the water of 
the pools, and has resulted in a marked improvement. 
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Bacteriological tests were made by the Water Depart- 
ment of samples taken from the pools, both before and after 
treatment. 

Toward the end of the season a trial was made of open- 
ing the pools on Sundays. The attendance, while not as great 
as on weekdays, would warrant a further trial in midsum- 
mer. 

SURVEYS AND PLANS 

Surveys and plans for the work of the Commission have 
been made by the engineer's office. 

All the plans of the Commission, since its establish- 
ment, have been indexed and arranged and a filing system es- 
tablished. 

Acquisition plans have been made for all of the land un- 
der the care of the Commission, and the deeds numbered and 
entered thereon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edward R. Mack, 
Superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERVISOR OF PLAY- 
GROUNDS 

Board of Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen — 

As no additional playgrounds were established during 
the season of 1912, this report conforms in many ways to 
that submitted last year. Again, with the supervision of the 
five park grounds was included that of the two playgounds 
maintained by the Wilmington Playground Association. In- 
dividuals and private organizations supporting small play- 
grounds were also in close association with the work under 
the direction of the Park Commission, thereby bringing 
about co-ordination. 

All park playgrounds were in operation eight weeks 
(July 1, August 24). Pine Street playground was also in 
use after school hours during May, June, September and the 
first week in October. During July and August the average 
daily attendance was 1,438. 

As heretofore, each ground was in charge of two play- 
leaders, a principal and an assistant. On all our city play- 
grounds boys outnumber girls and are more regular in at- 
tendance, hence this year, men of pedagogical experience, 
who were specially qualified to direct athletic activities 
among boys, were appointed principals at Delamore, Conrad 
and Walnut street grounds. This brought about a greater 
distinction between the activities of boys and girls and fur- 
ther emphasized that each playground should be in charge 
of a man and woman of equal training and experience. It is 
just as important for the girl to know how to play and how 
to swim as it is for the boy, and parents must be educated to 
the fact that the girl, too, needs active recreation. 
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No new apparatus was installed on the playgrounds. 
Besides various directed games, manual training was a part 
of each day's program. Where men were in charge, wood- 
work was taught. On other grounds, reed, raffia and twine 
were used extensively in making baskets and rugs. Various 
athletic contests were held weekly on each ground, and a 
series of playground baseball games lasted throughout the 
season. A swimming contest for the girls of Delamore Park 
and inter-playground swimming matches for boys were held. 
Four outings were taken from each ground. The largest out- 
ing was from Kirkwood Park. Including adults, one hun- 
dred and eighty-three were taken in large transportation 
wagons out into the country for a picnic. 

A loan of a small collection of books for reading and 
circulation was made to each playground by the Wilming- 
ton Free Library. 

NEW FEATURES 

An attempt was made to create interest in a safe and 
sane Fourth. With no funds available for music, and the 
playgrounds opening but three days in advance there was 
little opportunity to accomplish what was desired. How- 
ever, on each ground, the Declaration of Independence was 
read, speeches made and the children sang and saluted the 
flag. 

To bring about a wider use of the playground, four 
evening concerts were given. Bethany Band, of this city, 
and Newport Band, each gave, gratis, evening concerts, 
which were appreciated and enjoyed by several hundred peo- 
ple. Two outdoor entertainments were given at Kirkwood, 
one an orchestra concert, supplemented by neighborhood 
talent, and the other, a children's festival. 

At Sixteenth and Walnut streets grounds (for colored 
people) the hours of activity for men and boys were ex- 
tended until dark for five nights a week during the month of 
July. By actual count the attendance of men and boys, of 
working age, was 1,665, between the hours of 6 and 8. This 
extension of playground work is most desirable for all 
grounds, provided proper lighting and supervision can be 
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supplied. With each new season, the established grounds 
offer greater possibilities for usefulness ; with each new sea- 
son, at least one recreation center should be added to the 
number already in existence. Everywhere it has proved 
practical for cities to adequately provide recreation. The 
same thing is needed here in all parts of the city. A play- 
ground is the right of every individual. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennie M. Weaver, 

Supervisor. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1912 



RECEIPTS 

Balance at last report $12,669.93 

Annual Appropriation for Improve- 
ment, Management and Care $18,000.00 

Appropriation for Improvement 6,000.00 

Rentals 1,259.20 

B. & O. R. R. Co., grading and seeding. 693.50 

Swimming Pools 292.10 

Interest on Deposits 173.54 

Jessup & Moore Paper Co., planting 

hedge 60.82 

Sale of old material 51.25 

Sale of wood 49.28 

Right of way 16.00 

A. D. Warner, laying drain 15.64 

National Conference City Planning, re- 
fund 1.25 

$26,612.58 

Total $39,282.51 

EXPENDITURES FOR MAINTENANCE 

Guards $ 9,059.74 

Maintenance 3,270.42 

Repairs to Roads 2,001.43 

Playgrounds 1,489.65 

Carried forward $15,821.24 
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Along the North Race Photo by Stephen C. Singleton 
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Brought forward $15,821.24 

Engineering and Superintendence. . . . 1,449.97 

Grass Cutting 1,447.41 

Lighting 1,255.23 

General Expense 844.44 

Automobile 839.24 

Swimming Pools 644.28 

Care of Trees and Shrubbery 527.35 

Curb and Sidewalk 441.61 

North Race Wall 320.48 

Repairs to Buildings 313.53 

Rented Property 295.20 

Office Expense 252.19 

Replanting 140.10 

Tools 125.18 

Footpaths 48.10 

Fencing 45.87 . : 

Drainage 4.22 

Total Maintenance $24,815.64 

EXPENDITURES FOR IMPROVEMENT 

Red Oak Road, Paving $ 2,271.97 

Grading 1,269.15 

Engineering and Superintendence 976.63 

B. & 0., Grading and Seeding 951.38 

Footpaths 443.80 

Curb and Sidewalk 373.81 

Franklin Street Sewer 277.32 

Recreation 253.96 

Office Alterations 251.95 

B. & O., Footpath 175.48 

Jessup & Moore Paper Co., Hedge 60.82 

Lighting 100.81 

Drainage 89.49 

Carried forward $ 7,496.57 
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Brought forward $ 7,496.57 

Eighteenth Street Grading 84.78 

Tools 63.55 

Minor Improvements 26.26 

Planting 68.26 

Picnic Grounds 8.42 

Total Improvement $ 7,747.84 

Total Expenditures $32,563.48 

Balance 6,719.03 

$39,282.51 
For Details of Expenditures see tabulated statement, 
opposite. 
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295.20 

252.19 

140.10 

125.18 

48.10 

45.87 

4.22 



^1^^ 



iH- 



11. so 



12.37 



$24,815.64 



2,271.97 

1,269.15 

976.63 

951.38 

443.80 

373.81 

277.32 

253.96 

251.95 

175.48 

60.82 

100.81 

89.49 

84.78 

63.55 

26.26 

68.26 

8.42 



$ 7,747.84 
32,5(«.48 



Swimming Pools 

Gare of Trees and Shrubbery 

Curb and Sidewalk 

North Race Wall 

Repairs to buildings 

Rented Property 

Office Expense 

Replanting 

Tools 

Footpaths 

Fencing 

Drainage 



IMPROVEMENT 

Red Oak Road Paving 

Grading 

Engineering and Superintendence 

B. & O. Grading and Seedhig 

Foot Paths 

Curb and Sidewalk 

Franklin Street Sewer 

Recreation 

Office Alterations 

B. & O. Foot Paths 

Jessup & Moore Co., Hedge 

Lighting 

Drainage 

Eighteenth Street Grading 

Tools 

Minor Improvements 

Planting 

Picnic Grounds 
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SPECIAL FUND FOR FREE ZOO ASSOCIATION 

Balance at Last Report $ 677.57 

Annual Appropriation 1,000.00 

Interest 11.88 

Total $1,689.45 

Payments 999.96 

Balance $ 689.49 



GILPIN AND PARK AVENUE TREE FUND 

Balance at Last Report $ 36.20 

Interest 1.44 

Total $ 37.64 
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AUDITORS' REPORT 

Mr. William P. Bancroft^ President, Board of Park Commis- 
sioners, Wilmington, Delaware : 

Dear Sir — This is to certify that we have examined the 
books of the Park Board, covering receipts and expenditures 
during the year 1912, and find them to be correct. 

Respectfully, 

irenee dupont, 
Jerome B. Bell, 
Weller E. Stover, 

Finance Committee. 
January 14, 1913. 
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CONDENSED PARK RULES 



Don't damage trees, plants or structures. 
Don't light fires in the parks. 
Don't hurt or annoy birds or animals. 
Ride only on roads at moderate speed. 
Pedestrians have rights on roads. 
Dogs must be kept in leash. 
Signs and advertisements prohibited. 
Firearms not permitted in parks. 
Disorderly conduct prohibited. 
Card-playing and gambling prohibited. 
Requests of Park Guards must be heeded. 

Penalty Ten Dollars. 



\ 
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